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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ Observed a community tradition that highlights cultural and historical significance related to
Independence Day.

e Recognized symbols of national pride, such as flags, uniforms, and patriotic decorations.

¢ Understood the concept of civic celebration and how communities come together to honor
important dates.

¢ Noted diversity in participants, which can lead to discussions about inclusivity and shared
values.

Civics

Learned about the importance of national holidays and what they commemorate.

¢ Experienced firsthand how citizens participate in patriotic events and express national identity.
Developed awareness of traditions that foster community spirit and respect for country.
Gained insight into symbols like the flag and how they represent unity and freedom.

Art and Creativity

Observed visual elements such as costumes, floats, banners, and color themes used in the
parade.

Noticed the use of music and rhythmic drumming that accompany parade participants.
Identified creative expression through public displays that celebrate culture and heritage.
Experienced an outdoor moving exhibition of artwork and design concepts in real-time.

Tips

To deepen your child's understanding of the 4th of July parade experience, consider engaging them
in activities that connect history with creativity and community involvement. Encourage them to
research and create their own parade float or banner that represents their family's values or
interests related to independence and freedom. Organize a small neighborhood parade where your
child can participate as a marcher, musician, or designer, fostering a sense of community similar to
what they observed. Explore stories behind patriotic symbols like the American flag, the bald eagle,
and fireworks, helping your child appreciate their meanings. Additionally, combining art projects with
history lessons, such as painting scenes or making collages from their parade photos, can reinforce
their learning and make it personal and memorable.

Book Recommendations

e The Fourth of July Story by Alice Dalgliesh: A clear and simple retelling of the history and
significance of Independence Day for young readers.

¢ Fireworks! Poems for Jumping, Leaping, and Shouting by Kathy Henderson: A lively collection
of poems capturing the excitement and energy of celebrations like the 4th of July.

¢ Star-Spangled Banner: The Story of the American Flag by Kristi Charish: An illustrated book
explaining the history and symbolism of the American flag in a way children can understand.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events and
key individuals (e.g., how the 4th of July represents American independence).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3 - Write narratives to recount a real or imagined event, including
details and sequencing.

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.2 - Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or
information presented orally (such as parade observations).
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e NCSS Standard: Culture - Understanding the cultural significance of traditions and symbols
observed in the parade.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet with pictures from the parade and prompt your child to label patriotic

symbols and describe their meanings.
¢ Ask your child to write a short story or poem about their favorite moment or participant in the

parade to build narrative skills and personal connection.
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