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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Jack learned the significance of Independence Day as a celebration of the United States
gaining independence in 1776.

e He understood that the Founding Fathers played a key role by signing the Declaration of
Independence to mark the country's start.

¢ He connected historical events (signing the Declaration) with modern celebrations (fireworks
on Independence Day).

Safety and Practical Skills

¢ Jack learned how to properly and safely use a lighter, which requires careful adult supervision
and practice.

¢ He gained knowledge on how to light fireworks safely, emphasizing firework safety
precautions.

¢ He developed an awareness of potential dangers related to fireworks and the responsibility
needed when handling them.

Tips

To deepen Jack’s understanding of Independence Day and firework safety, you can explore the
history of the Revolutionary War through engaging storytelling or visit local museums with relevant
exhibits. Try making a simple craft like a paper American flag or a timeline of events leading to 1776
to visualize the historical concepts. For practical skills, supervised safe experiments with small
outdoor fire-related activities (like candle lighting) can build confidence in using fire safely.
Emphasize the importance of safety rules with role-playing scenarios or storytelling to reinforce
responsible behavior during celebrations.

Book Recommendations

¢ If You Were at the First Thanksgiving by Anne Kamma: An engaging introduction to early
American history and key events leading up to the founding of the country.

e Fireworks: The Science, the Art, and the Magic by Kevin Kurtz: A child-friendly explanation of
how fireworks work, emphasizing safety and science.

¢ The Story of the Declaration of Independence by Johnny Ray Moore: Simple, clear narration of
how the Declaration of Independence came to be and why it matters.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.3 - Describe the connection between a series of historical events.
e SEEK.SEC.1.5 - Understand and practice basic safety rules in handling fire-related tools.
e SS.K-2.1 - Understand the significance of national holidays and symbols.

Try This Next

¢ Create a 'Declaration of Independence' poster where Jack can write or draw what freedom
means to him.

¢ Design a safety checklist booklet for lighting fireworks that Jack can refer to before any
firework activity.

¢ Draw and color a timeline of key events from Colonial America to the signing of the
Declaration.
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