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Core Skills Analysis
Literature and Drama

¢ Developed an understanding of Shakespeare's use of themes, particularly astrological
determinism, in his plays and how these themes influence character motives and plot
development.

¢ Analyzed dramatization techniques used by Shakespeare to convey the concept of fate versus
free will within the narrative structure.

¢ Explored historical and cultural contexts of the Elizabethan era regarding astrology and its
perceived impact on human destiny as depicted in dramatic works.

¢ Enhanced critical thinking by interpreting symbolic language and metaphors relating to
astrology in Shakespeare’s texts.

Philosophy and Ethics

¢ Engaged with the philosophical debate on determinism vs. free will as framed by literary
examples from Shakespeare’s dramatizations.

¢ Considered ethical implications of believing in astrological determinism on personal
responsibility and moral decision-making.

¢ Examined the role of fate in human lives from both a dramatic and metaphysical perspective,
encouraging reflective thinking about existence and causality.

¢ Recognized how philosophical ideas are communicated through artistic expression and
dramatic dialogue.

Tips

To deepen understanding of Shakespeare's dramatization of astrological determinism, encourage the
student to perform a scene or write a monologue embodying a character's struggle with fate and
free will. Explore comparative analysis by researching how astrology influenced literature and
philosophy in other historical periods or cultures. Facilitate discussions or debates on whether human
actions are predetermined or self-directed, using examples from both Shakespeare and
contemporary stories. Incorporate multimedia resources like videos or podcasts discussing
Elizabethan beliefs in astrology to broaden contextual awareness.

Book Recommendations

¢ Shakespeare and the Nature of Women by Dorothea Kehler: Examines how Shakespeare's
plays explore personal and cosmic determinism through character studies, focusing on the role
of fate and free will.

¢ The Philosophy of Shakespeare by John F. Danby: Provides an insightful look at the
philosophical ideas embedded in Shakespeare's works, including themes of destiny and human
agency.

¢ Astrology and the Renaissance World by Cynthia Damon: Explores the cultural and scientific
significance of astrology during Shakespeare's time, offering historical background to the
concept of astrological determinism.

Learning Standards

¢ English Literature: ACELT1633 - Analyses explores how ideas and viewpoints about characters
and events are communicated through language features in texts, including literary devices
such as symbolism and metaphor.

¢ Philosophy - Critical and Creative Thinking: ACSHE326 - Engages in philosophical inquiry into
concepts like determinism and free will, fostering reasoning and ethical reflection.

e The Arts: ACADRMO040 - Develops drama skills including characterization, role play, and
interpretation of texts to communicate themes effectively.
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Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet comparing different characters' attitudes towards fate and astrology in
select Shakespeare plays.

¢ Write a short play or dialogue scenes where characters debate the influence of stars on their
choices.
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