
Building Early Social, Communication, and Motor Skills Through Toddler Group Play / Subject Explorer /
LearningCorner.co

July 8, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Core Skills Analysis

Social and Emotional Development

Oliver, Mila, and Reggie practiced social skills by interacting with peers in a group setting.
The activity encouraged sharing space and materials, promoting early cooperation.
They began recognizing and responding to emotions in others, foundational for empathy
development.
Group participation supported understanding of turn-taking and following simple group rules.

Communication and Language

The toddlers enhanced expressive language by engaging in verbal and non-verbal
communication within the group.
Listening skills were developed by paying attention to adult instructions and peer interactions.
New vocabulary related to group activities and surroundings was likely introduced and
practiced.
Use of gestures and facial expressions was encouraged, enriching non-verbal communicative
cues.

Physical Development

The toddlers engaged in fine motor skills improvement through handling toys or materials
offered in the group.
Gross motor activities like moving around in the shared space helped improve balance and
coordination.
Participation in structured group games could support body awareness within a social
environment.
The environment fostered safe exploration, aiding sensory processing and motor planning.

Tips

To deepen the learning from the toddler group experience, consider introducing themed activities
that incorporate storytelling and music to advance communication and listening skills. Parent-led or
caregiver-guided cooperative games can reinforce social skills like turn-taking and sharing. Provide
varied sensory materials to explore, encouraging physical development and fine motor practice in
ways that relate to the group’s current interests. Finally, reflect with the toddlers by naming feelings
and actions observed during the group to bolster emotional literacy and self-awareness.

Book Recommendations

Baby Faces by Margaret Miller: A book full of expressive baby photos helps toddlers connect
emotions to facial expressions, supporting emotional development.
Monkey and Me by Emily Gravett: A tender story about bonding and playtime that encourages
discussion about social interactions.
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle: A repetitive and
rhythmic book that engages toddlers in language development and prediction skills.

Learning Standards

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) - Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)
- Developing social skills and self-confidence.
Communication and Language (EYFS) - Listening, attention, and understanding.
Physical Development (EYFS) - Moving and handling skills.
Understanding the World (EYFS) - Making sense of the immediate environment through
interaction.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Baby+Faces
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Monkey+and+Me
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Brown+Bear%2C+Brown+Bear%2C+What+Do+You+See%3F
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Try This Next

Create a simple 'My Friends' drawing worksheet where toddlers can scribble faces representing
group members and talk about each one.
Play a 'Feelings and Faces' game using flashcards showing different emotions to encourage
recognition and expression.


