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Core Skills Analysis

Early Literacy and Language Development

Recognizing story elements: While working on the Gruffalow puzzle, Oliver, Mila, and Reggie
engaged with characters and scenes from 'The Gruffalo,' supporting narrative recognition.
Vocabulary enrichment occurred by identifying puzzle images related to the story, encouraging
word-object association.
Developed comprehension skills through connecting puzzle pieces that illustrate story
sequences, strengthening understanding of story flow.
Enhanced descriptive language as they might name and describe characters or settings
depicted in the puzzle.

Cognitive and Visual-Spatial Skills

Practiced problem-solving by fitting puzzle pieces together, improving analytical thinking.
Enhanced visual discrimination skills by matching shapes, colors, and images within the
puzzle.
Improved hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills manipulating and placing puzzle pieces
accurately.
Bolstered spatial reasoning through understanding how individual pieces fit into the larger
picture.

Social and Emotional Development

Collaborated with peers (Oliver, Mila, and Reggie) fostering teamwork and communication
skills during the puzzle activity.
Exercised patience and persistence as they worked through the challenges of completing the
puzzle.
Experienced a sense of accomplishment and confidence upon completing the Gruffalow puzzle.
Displayed sharing and turn-taking behaviors while interacting with the shared materials.

Tips

To extend Oliver, Mila, and Reggie's learning from the Gruffalow puzzle, consider integrating
storytelling activities where they recreate or retell parts of 'The Gruffalo' story in their own words or
through drawings. Incorporate sensory play by creating textures related to the puzzle scenes, such
as leaves or animal fur, to deepen engagement. Engage the children in a nature walk to find
elements similar to those featured in the story, enhancing real-world connection. Finally, encourage
cooperative puzzle building to build communication and social skills further, perhaps introducing
puzzles with increasing complexity or complementary themed games.

Book Recommendations

The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson: A beloved rhyming story about a clever mouse and an
imaginary monster, perfect for fostering early literacy.
Room on the Broom by Julia Donaldson: A fun, rhyming story about friendship and teamwork,
ideal for supporting narrative skills aligned with Gruffalo themes.
We're Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen: An interactive story that encourages active
participation and builds sequencing and prediction skills.

Learning Standards

UK National Curriculum Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) – Communication and Language:
Listening, Attention and Understanding, and Speaking (CL 1, CL 2).
EYFS – Physical Development: Fine Motor Skills (PD 2).

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Gruffalo
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Room+on+the+Broom
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=We%27re+Going+on+a+Bear+Hunt
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EYFS – Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Making Relationships and Managing
Feelings (PSED 1, PSED 2).
EYFS – Literacy: Comprehension and Word Reading (L 4, L 5).

Try This Next

Create a simple sequencing worksheet where children arrange images from the Gruffalo story
in story order.
Draw your own creature inspired by the Gruffalo and write a few descriptive words about it.


