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Core Skills Analysis

Art

M utilized Freeform, a drawing tool, to make charts, developing digital drawing and
organizational skills.
The process of chart-making encouraged M to think about visual representation of information
and enhance her spatial reasoning.
Working with digital tools supported her familiarity with technology as a medium for creative
expression.

Math

Playing survival mode in Minecraft and the game 99 Nights in the Forest involved strategic
resource management, introducing basic budgeting concepts.
Navigating cause and effect within these games helped develop logical reasoning skills related
to sequences and consequences.
The use of charts may have helped M organize numerical or categorical data, indirectly
supporting early data handling skills.

Physical Education

Though primarily sedentary, these activities required fine motor skills through mouse and
keyboard control, honing hand-eye coordination.
The collaborative playing session with friend S provided a social component that can support
emotional regulation and interactive skills.

Science

The resource management and crafting in Minecraft and 99 Nights in the Forest encouraged
exploration of cause-and-effect relationships, akin to basic scientific inquiry.
Experimenting with different strategies within the game environment reflects hypothesis
testing and learning via trial and error.
The virtual ecosystems and environmental challenges in the games introduced concepts of
ecology and survival.

Social Studies

Interacting with her friend S during gameplay cultivated communication skills and emotional
awareness regarding the impact of actions on others.
M reflected on social dynamics when she chose to delay hanging up after S expressed her
feelings, showing growth in empathy and interpersonal responsibility.
Collaborating on gameplay challenges in 99 Nights in the Forest highlighted teamwork and
negotiation skills.

Tips

To deepen M's learning, encourage her to create her own charts or storyboards about her gaming
strategies, emphasizing sequence and planning. Introduce discussions or journaling about social
interactions experienced during gaming to enhance empathy and emotional intelligence. Engage M
in outdoor nature explorations aligned with the virtual ecosystems she navigates in her games,
fostering real-world connections to science concepts. Finally, use role-playing exercises or group
games to develop her teamwork and communication skills further.

Book Recommendations

Minecraft: Guide to Exploration by Mojang AB: A detailed guidebook introducing children to

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Minecraft%3A+Guide+to+Exploration
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exploration, survival strategies, and resource management in Minecraft.
The Forest of Wonders by Linda Stanek: An engaging adventure story for children about
courage and friendship set in a magical forest, paralleling themes in 99 Nights in the Forest.
How to Be a Good Friend: A Guide for Kids by Lindsay Button: A helpful book that teaches
children about empathy, communication, and managing friendships.

Learning Standards

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.MD.D.10 - Represent and interpret data (via charts in Freeform).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 - Participate in collaborative conversations (reflected in social
interaction with S).
NGSS 2-LS4-1 - Make observations to construct an evidence-based account of how an
environment supports different kinds of organisms (parallel to game ecosystems).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences (through
writing prompts based on gaming experiences).

Try This Next

Create a worksheet asking M to draw and label a resource management chart based on her
Minecraft or 99 Nights in the Forest gameplay.
Set up a role-play writing prompt where M writes a letter or script based on a conversation
between her and S, exploring feelings and friendship.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Forest+of+Wonders
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=How+to+Be+a+Good+Friend%3A+A+Guide+for+Kids

