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Core Skills Analysis

Social Studies

Watching movies exposes students to portrayals of different cultures, historical events, and
social issues, enhancing their understanding of diverse perspectives.
Students can observe societal structures and dynamics, including family roles, economic
conditions, and political contexts depicted in films.
Movies often visualize historical timelines and significant global events, providing a narrative
lens through which students can connect with the past.
Viewing films also helps students recognize bias, perspective, and propaganda, encouraging
critical thinking about sources and interpretations of history.

Tips

To deepen a student's social studies understanding through movies, encourage active engagement
by discussing the historical or cultural context of the film before and after viewing. Create compare-
and-contrast activities with textbooks or primary sources to identify artistic interpretation versus
factual history. Consider inviting students to research the accuracy of the film’s portrayal and
present their findings. Additionally, watching movies from various countries or time periods can
broaden global awareness and empathy for different social experiences.

Book Recommendations

History Through Film: A Beginner's Guide by Samantha Johnson: An accessible introduction to
understanding history by analyzing its representation in cinema and how films influence our
perception of past events.
Global Perspectives in Movies by Mark Ramirez: Explores how movies from around the world
portray cultural, social, and political elements, encouraging viewers to appreciate diversity and
global interconnectedness.
Critical Thinking About Media by Linda Carver: This book teaches young learners how to
critically analyze media, including films, for bias, perspective, and authenticity.

Learning Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or
secondary source; provide an accurate summary.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7: Integrate visual information with other information in print and
digital texts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.8: Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
distinguishing claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events
using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

Try This Next

Create a movie review worksheet that asks students to identify the historical period, cultural
elements, and any biases they detect.
Develop a quiz with questions about the key social or historical themes presented in the
movie.
Assign a creative writing task where students write a diary entry as a character from the
movie, reflecting on their social environment.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=History+Through+Film%3A+A+Beginner%27s+Guide
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Global+Perspectives+in+Movies
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Critical+Thinking+About+Media

