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Core Skills Analysis
Science - Animal Adaptations

¢ Jaxson learned to identify two different breeds of alpacas and understand the physical and
behavioral differences between them.

e He discovered how each alpaca breed has unique adaptations that enable survival in their
specific habitats, such as differences in fur or size tied to environmental needs.

¢ Jaxson developed observational skills by noting contrasting features and relating those to
ecological concepts like habitat suitability and survival strategies.

¢ He gained a foundational understanding of biodiversity within a single species and how
environmental factors influence genetic and physical traits.

Tips

To deepen Jaxson's understanding of animal adaptations, consider exploring habitats firsthand
through nature walks or virtual tours, encouraging him to observe how animals there have adapted
to their environment. You could engage in simple experiments showing how insulation works by
comparing materials, similar to alpaca fur. Storytelling or role-playing as different alpacas from
various regions can help him empathize with the challenges animals face in different climates.
Additionally, a craft activity creating models or drawings of the two alpaca breeds and their habitats
will consolidate learning through visualization and creativity.

Book Recommendations

¢ Alpacas: Gentle and Graceful by Susan Blackaby: A visually engaging introduction to alpacas,
their environments, and care, perfect for young readers fascinated by animals.

¢ How Animals Adapt by Jennifer Boothroyd: This book explains animal adaptations in simple
language with colorful illustrations, helping kids learn why different animals look and behave
the way they do.

¢ Habitat, Adaptations, and Behavior by Janet Riehecky: An accessible exploration of how
animals survive in their habitats, ideal for young learners to connect animal traits with
environment.

Learning Standards

e Science KS1/2: Understand how animals have adapted to their environment (National
Curriculum, Year 2 - Biology - Animals, including humans)

e Science KS1: Identify and name a variety of common animals and understand differences (Year
1 - Animals, including humans)

e Science KS2: Explore living things and their habitats, focusing on how characteristics suit
environments (Years 3 and 4)

e English KS1: Develop listening skills by watching educational media and answering questions
(Spoken Language - Listening)

Try This Next

¢ Create a Venn diagram comparing the two alpaca breeds based on their adaptations and
habitats.

¢ Draw a picture book page illustrating each alpaca breed living in its habitat, labeling
adaptations that help it survive.
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