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Core Skills Analysis
Geography

¢ Learnt to interpret a map key, understanding symbols that represent different landmarks and
features on a map.

¢ Developed spatial awareness by locating landmarks in relation to each other using the map
and its symbols.

¢ Practiced directional skills (e.g., North, South, East, West) to answer questions about
positioning on the map.

e Enhanced problem-solving by connecting map symbols to real-world concepts and answering
related questions correctly.

Tips

To deepen your child’s geographical understanding, you can create a simple homemade map of your
home or neighborhood, including a key with symbols they design themselves. Encourage them to
give directions from one point to another using cardinal directions. Organize a small ‘treasure hunt’
where your child uses a map with symbols to locate hidden objects, sharpening both map reading
and navigational skills. Additionally, explore online or physical maps from different places to
compare keys and symbols, fostering wider geographical knowledge and curiosity about how maps
vary.

Book Recommendations

¢ Me on the Map by Joan Sweeney: An engaging story that introduces children to the concept of
maps and how they represent real places, helping young learners relate to their own location.

e Maps and Mapping by Rosemary Wilkerson: A clear and colorful introduction to maps, map
keys, and basic navigation skills for young readers.

¢ Follow That Map! A First Book of Mapping Skills by Judith Drews: A fun and interactive book
that teaches the basics of reading maps and understanding keys and directions.

Learning Standards

¢ ACHASSKO050 - Locate and collect information from different types of maps and other
geographical tools to identify landmarks and directions.
e ACHASSIO39 - Pose questions about where places are located and develop map-reading skills.

Try This Next

¢ Create a worksheet with a simple map and blank keys, asking your child to fill in symbols for
various landmarks.

e Write short quiz questions asking which direction to travel to reach certain landmarks using a
provided map with key.
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