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Core Skills Analysis
English Language Arts

¢ Identified and distinguished characteristics of informal versus formal writing styles.

e Recognized appropriate contexts and purposes for using formal writing, such as academic or
professional communication.

¢ Understood the tone, vocabulary, and sentence structure differences typical of informal and
formal writing.

¢ Practiced creating examples to illustrate the differences between informal and formal writing
modes.

Tips

To deepen understanding of formal and informal writing, encourage creating a comparison chart that
includes examples and key features of each style. Practice rewriting informal texts into formal ones
and vice versa, focusing on tone and vocabulary shifts. Engage in role-playing exercises where one
writes or speaks in formal style for job applications or letters and in informal style for friendly notes
or texts. Exploring writing across different media, such as emails, essays, social media posts, and
letters, can also solidify contextual awareness.

Book Recommendations

e Writing Magic: Creating Stories that Fly by Gail Carson Levine: Offers creative approaches to
writing with different tones and styles, inspiring young writers to experiment with voice.

e Eats, Shoots & Leaves: Why, Commas Really Do Make a Difference! by Lynne Truss: A witty
guide on punctuation and formal writing conventions that highlights the importance of tone
and precision.

e Word Nerds: Teaching All Students to Learn and Love Vocabulary by Brenda J. Overturf, Leslie
H. Montgomery, Margot Holmes Smith: Focuses on vocabulary development essential for
mastering formal writing and expanding expressive skills.

Try This Next

¢ Create a two-column worksheet where the student transforms informal sentences into formal
ones and explains the changes made.

e Write a short letter or email in formal style, then rewrite it as a text message or casual note to
a friend, highlighting differences in language and tone.
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