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Core Skills Analysis
Science

¢ Learnt about different animal species, observing physical characteristics and behaviors unique
to each animal, such as size, shape, and movement.

¢ Developed early classification skills by differentiating animals based on observable traits like
fur, feathers, or scales.

¢ Explored animal habitats and environments through observation, noting where each animal
lives and how it interacts with its surroundings.

¢ Gained awareness of the natural world and biodiversity, fostering curiosity about wildlife and
conservation.

Language and Communication

¢ Expanded vocabulary by learning new animal names and descriptive words related to the zoo
experience.

¢ Improved expressive language skills through commenting, asking questions, and storytelling
about animals and the visit.

¢ Practiced listening and comprehension as they engaged with explanations from parents,
caregivers, or sighage during the zoo visit.

¢ Developed narrative skills by sequencing the day's events and recalling favorite animals or
moments.

Social and Emotional Development

¢ Encouraged social interaction between peers and adults through shared excitement and
collaborative exploration.

¢ Built empathy and care for living creatures by observing animals and discussing their needs
and feelings.

¢ Enhanced patience and turn-taking skills while moving through exhibits and waiting to see
animals closely.

¢ Stimulated curiosity-driven behavior promoting attentive observation and sustained interest.

Physical Development

¢ Practiced gross motor skills through walking around the zoo grounds and possibly climbing or
standing on viewing platforms.

¢ Developed fine motor skills by manipulating objects such as maps, tickets, or interactive
displays.

¢ Enhanced sensory integration by experiencing new sights, sounds, smells, and textures related
to animals and the zoo environment.

Tips

To extend learning from a zoo visit, parents and educators can incorporate activities that deepen
understanding of animals and habitats. Consider creating a simple animal diary where the child
draws or sticks pictures of their favorite animals and shares a fact about each one, reinforcing
memory and expressive language. Engage in role-play pretending to be animals to explore behavior
and movement, which builds empathy and motor skills. Plan a sensory nature walk that mimics the
Zz00 experience, focusing on noticing sounds and textures in the local environment. Lastly, reading
storybooks about animals and conservation connects real-life encounters to broader concepts of care
and responsibility.
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Book Recommendations

e Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell: An interactive lift-the-flap book introducing children to a variety of
zoo animals in a fun and engaging way.

e Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle: A rhythmic and
colorful book that helps children identify animals and colors through repetition.

e The Zoo Book by Jane Cabrera: A playful introduction to many zoo animals with rhythmic text
and expressive illustrations perfect for young learners.

Learning Standards

¢ UK Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) - Understanding the World: Exploring nature, animals,
and habitats through direct experience.

¢ EYFS Communication and Language: Expanding vocabulary and storytelling about animals
observed.

¢ EYFS Personal, Social and Emotional Development: Building social skills through shared
experiences and empathy for animals.

¢ EYFS Physical Development: Opportunities for gross and fine motor skill practice through
walking and interactive activities.

Try This Next

¢ Create an 'Animal Match' worksheet where children pair pictures of animals with their habitats.
e Encourage children to draw their favorite animal from the zoo and write simple sentences or
words describing it.
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