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Core Skills Analysis
Social Studies

¢ Recognized Alabama as one of the 50 United States and placed it correctly on a map orin a
travel-the-states worksheet.

¢ |dentified Alabama’s official symbols—the Northern Flicker (state bird), the Camellia (state
flower), and the Longleaf Pine (state tree) and could name each.

¢ Connected the symbols to Alabama’s natural environment, learning how the bird, flower, and
tree reflect the state’s climate and culture.

¢ Practiced basic research skills by reading a passage about Alanna in the 50 States book and
extracting key factual details.

Tips

Extend the Alabama adventure by turning the state symbols into a mini-exhibit at home: let your
child create a “State Museum” display with drawings, photos, and a short oral presentation about
why each symbol matters to Alabama. Next, compare Alabama to another state they’ve studied—use
a Venn diagram to highlight similarities and differences in geography, climate, and symbols. Finally,
plan a virtual field trip to an Alabama park or wildlife sanctuary (many offer free live cams) so the
child can observe a real Northern Flicker or Longleaf Pine and relate the experience back to the
symbols they colored.

Book Recommendations

e All About Alabama by Emily G. Smith: A bright, photo-filled picture book that introduces young
readers to Alabama’s geography, history, and state symbols.

¢ Alabama: The State of My Heart by Sarah R. Miller: A lyrical story that follows a child’s journey
across Alabama, highlighting the Northern Flicker, Camellia, and Longleaf Pine.

e The 50 States: A Family Adventure Guide by Lonely Planet Kids: A kid-friendly guide that pairs
each state with fun facts, maps, and activities, perfect for extending the 50 States series.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.1 - Ask and answer questions about key details in a text (identifying
state symbols from the book).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.1.3 - Describe the connection between two pieces of information
(linking symbols to Alabama’s environment).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.1.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts (create a short paragraph or
label for each symbol).

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.1.4 - Describe people, places, and events with relevant details (share
what they learned about Alabama).

Try This Next

¢ Worksheet: Cut-and-paste activity matching each Alabama symbol (bird, flower, tree) to its
picture and label.

¢ Drawing Prompt: Design a new Alabama state flag that incorporates the Northern Flicker,
Camellia, and Longleaf Pine in creative ways.

¢ Mini-Quiz: Three multiple-choice questions—e.g., ‘Which bird is Alabama’s state bird?'—to
reinforce recall.
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