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Core Skills Analysis
History

¢ Thea identified the key figuresa€"”Harold of Wessex and William of Normandya€”and explained
their competing claims to the English throne, showing causea€‘anda€‘effect thinking about the
1066 succession crisis.

¢ She linked Edward the Confessora€™s death to the political vacuum that sparked the Battle of
Hastings, demonstrating an understanding of chronological sequence.

e She recognised how exile, alliances, and family betrayals shaped the leada€‘up to war, illustrating
analysis of motivations and power dynamics.

¢ She described the transition from Angloa€‘Saxon to Norman rule as portrayed in the series, noting
cultural and legal changes that followed the battle.

English Language Arts

e Thea followed an eighta€‘episode narrative, practising sequential comprehension and memory of
plot details across a multia€‘part story.

¢ She analysed character motivations and dialogue, interpreting how ambition, loyalty, and fear
drive the actions of Harold, William, and the supporting women.

e She evaluated the seriesa€™ descriptive language and dramatic tension, expanding her
vocabulary related to medieval warfare and politics.

¢ She compared the dramatised events with known historical facts, developing critical thinking
about bias and perspective in storytelling.

Geography

¢ Thea plotted the movements of characters between England, Normandy, Flanders, and France,
reinforcing knowledge of medieval European geography and the importance of the English
Channel.

¢ She identified the strategic value of southern coastal landing sites for the Norman invasion, linking
location to military tactics.

¢ She considered how different terrainséd€”beaches, forests, and open fieldsa€"”affected the battle
strategies described in the episodes.

¢ She recognised the spatial relationship between earldoms, duchies, and kingdoms, deepening her
understanding of regional political authority.

Media Studies / Art & Design

e Thea observed how costume, set design, and lighting convey 11tha€‘century social hierarchy and
atmosphere, interpreting visual cues.

¢ She noted the use of music and sound effects to heighten drama, connecting auditory elements to
emotional responses.

¢ She evaluated pacing, camera angles, and editing that build suspense around negotiations and
the final battle.

¢ She reflected on historical drama as an educational medium, assessing its strengths and
limitations for learning history.

Tips

To deepen Thead€™ s learning, create a large classroom timeline of the events leading to 1066 and let
her add primarya€‘source excerpts beside each point. Have her write a diary entry from the viewpoint
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of either Harold or William after a pivotal episode, focusing on voice and historical detail. Organise a
mock debate where students argue the legitimacy of each claim to the crown, using evidence from the
series and textbook. Finally, map the journey of the Norman fleet on a physical map, discussing how
geography shaped the invasion strategy.

Book Recommendations

e 1066: The Year of the Norman Conquest by David Howarth: A vivid, agea€‘appropriate account of
the events, personalities, and consequences of the Norman invasion.

¢ The Battle of Hastings: The Making of a Legend by Peter Connolly: Combines archaeological
evidence with narrative to explain how the battle reshaped England.

e The Last Kingdom (Young Readersa€™ Edition) by Bernard Cornwell: A fictional but historically
grounded story that brings the world of Harold and William to life for teens.

Learning Standards

e History 4€“ NCA KS3A 3.1: Understand chronological sequence of events (1066 succession crisis).

e History 4€“ NCA KS3A 3.2: Analyse cause and effect of political alliances and battles.

e History 4€“ NCA KS3A 3.3: Evaluate sources and distinguish dramatisation from factual evidence.

e Geography a4€“ NCA KS3A 3.2: Identify location, place, and humana€‘environment interaction
(Channel crossings, landing sites).

e English 4€“ NCA KS3A 3.2: Read and comprehend extended narrative texts; infer character
motives.

e English 4€“ NCA KS3A 3.5: Recognise perspective and bias in historical storytelling.

e Art & Design &€“ NCA KS3A 3.3: Analyse visual and audio techniques used in media to convey
meaning.

Try This Next

e Worksheet: Create a sidea€'bya€‘side timeline comparing episode events with actual historical
dates.

¢ Writing Prompt: Compose a persuasive letter from Harold to William proposing a peace treaty,
using perioda€‘appropriate language.
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