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Core Skills Analysis
English

During the puppy-raising project the 15-year-old read a dog-care handbook, wrote daily log entries
describing the puppy’s behavior, and composed a persuasive letter to the family about establishing a
consistent training schedule. By summarizing informational text, the student practiced extracting
main ideas and supporting details, and by drafting the letter refined argumentative writing and
proper tone. The reflective journal entries helped develop narrative voice and personal expression
while using correct grammar and varied sentence structures. This activity also expanded vocabulary
related to animal care and behavior.

Math

The student tracked the puppy’s food portions, veterinary costs, and weekly walking distances in a
spreadsheet, converting measurements from cups to grams and calculating total monthly expenses.
They used ratios to adjust the feeding schedule as the puppy grew, applied percentages to compare
discounts on supplies, and graphed the puppy’s weight gain over time to interpret linear trends.
Through these calculations the teen reinforced arithmetic operations, proportional reasoning, and
data representation skills. The process also introduced basic budgeting concepts and the
interpretation of real-world numerical data.

Social Studies

By researching the breed’s origin, the learner identified how cultural practices and historical roles
shaped the dog’s development and its place in society. The student connected the responsibilities of
pet ownership to civic duty, discussing animal welfare laws and community resources such as local
shelters and licensing requirements. They compared regional attitudes toward pets, noting
differences in urban versus rural settings and how those perspectives influence public policy. This
activity fostered an understanding of human-animal relationships within broader social and historical
contexts.

Tips

Tips: 1) Have the teen create a multimedia presentation that combines journal excerpts, budget
charts, and historical research to showcase interdisciplinary connections. 2) Organize a
community-service day where the student volunteers at a local animal shelter, applying
civic-responsibility concepts and reflecting in a post-visit essay. 3) Introduce a comparative study of
pet-ownership laws across states, turning findings into a mock debate to strengthen persuasive
speaking and research skills. 4) Extend the math component by modeling the puppy’s growth with a
linear equation and predicting future weight, then verify with actual measurements.

Book Recommendations

e The Puppy Primer by Patricia B. McKissack: A friendly guide that teaches basic training, health
care, and responsible pet ownership for beginners.

e Math Adventures with Pets by Greg Tang: Engaging math puzzles and real-world scenarios that
involve caring for animals, perfect for reinforcing budgeting and measurement skills.

¢ Animals in Human History: From the Ancient World to the Present by Brian H. K. P. G. Hall:
Explores how different cultures have domesticated and valued animals, providing historical
context for modern pet care.

Learning Standards

e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.9-10.1 - Cite textual evidence from dog-care resources.
e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2 - Write informative/explanatory texts about pet care.
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e CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSF-IF.B.6 - Interpret functions that model growth (puppy weight).
¢ CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSA-CED.A.1 - Create and solve equations for budgeting.
e CCSS.SL.K12.5 - Participate in discussions about community responsibilities (animal welfare).

Try This Next

e Worksheet: Create a weekly expense tracker that includes food, vet visits, toys, and grooming;
calculate total cost and percentage of each category.

¢ Quiz: Write five short-answer questions on breed history, then swap with a peer to test
knowledge of cultural origins and legal requirements.
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