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Core Skills Analysis
Language Arts

Ella watched the movie Zootopia and identified the story’s exposition, rising action, climax, and
resolution, demonstrating an understanding of plot structure. She described the motivations of Judy
Hopps and Nick Wilde, noting how their dialogue revealed character traits and growth. Ella also inferred
the underlying message about perseverance and self-identity, connecting it to themes she has read in
other literature. By comparing the film’s narrative techniques to those in novels, she practiced analytical
reading skills appropriate for a 13-year-old.

Social Studies

Ella examined the social dynamics presented in Zootopia, recognizing how the film portrayed
stereotypes, prejudice, and the concept of a diverse community. She discussed how different animal
districts represented economic and cultural segregation, linking these fictional divisions to real-world
societal structures. Ella reflected on the characters’ efforts to overcome bias, which helped her
understand civic responsibility and the importance of inclusive policies. Her conversation about the
movie’s resolution showed an emerging ability to evaluate social justice issues.

Science

Ella observed the animal characters in Zootopia and noted the biological traits each species displayed,
such as a cheetah’s speed or a sloth’s slow metabolism. She compared these fictional adaptations to
real-world examples, explaining how physiology influences behavior and habitat choice. Ella also
discussed the ecosystem of Zootopia, recognizing the interdependence of species and the concept of
ecological niches. This activity reinforced her understanding of basic life-science principles for
middle-school learners.

Tips

To deepen Ella’s learning, have her write an alternate ending that flips the roles of predator and prey,
encouraging creative writing and perspective-taking. Organize a classroom debate where students
role-play different Zootopia districts to explore civic engagement and policy-making. Conduct a
hands-on research project where Ella compares real animal adaptations to those shown in the film,
creating a visual poster that links biology to storytelling. Finally, guide her in mapping a new Zootopia
district, integrating geography, urban planning, and cultural diversity.

Book Recommendations

¢ The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate: A heart-warming novel about a gorilla who learns
about freedom, friendship, and standing up against injustice—parallels Zootopia’'s themes of
empathy and diversity.

e Wonder by R.]. Palacio: Follows a boy with facial differences navigating school life, highlighting
kindness, acceptance, and confronting stereotypes.

¢ The Wild Robot by Peter Brown: A robot learns to survive in a forest, blending technology with
nature and exploring adaptation, community, and environmental stewardship.

Learning Standards

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.2 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed
through details (applied to Zootopia’s message of bias and inclusion).
e CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6-8.3 - Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact
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(character motivations, plot structure).

¢ CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6-8.7 - Integrate information from multiple sources (film and real-world
research on animal adaptations).

e NGSS MS-LS2-1 - Analyze how living things are interdependent and affect each other’s survival
(ecosystem of Zootopia).

¢ SS5.6.C.1.1 - Explain how cultural, economic, and geographic factors influence community
development (districts in Zootopia).

Try This Next

¢ Worksheet: Character Trait Comparison - list each main character, their strengths, challenges,
and how they change by the film’s end.

¢ Quiz: Plot Point Sequencing - multiple-choice questions that ask Ella to place key events in the
correct order.

e Drawing Task: Design Your Own Zootopia District - include geographic features, resident species,
and community rules.

e Writing Prompt: Draft a news article reporting the “Great Predator-Prey Peace Treaty” signed at
the end of the movie.
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