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Core Skills Analysis

Mathematics

Counts virtual currency earned from each fare, reinforcing oneâ€‘toâ€‘one correspondence and
place value.
Adds and subtracts multiple ride earnings to determine daily profit, practicing twoâ€‘digit addition
and subtraction.
Multiplies distance traveled by the fare rate to calculate total charge, introducing basic
multiplication concepts.
Plans budget for vehicle upgrades, using division and estimation to allocate limited funds.

Language Arts

Reads mission briefings and onâ€‘screen prompts, strengthening decoding and comprehension of
informational text.
Writes a short log after each shift describing passengers, routes, and earnings, practicing
narrative structure and verb tense consistency.
Learns and uses new vocabulary such as "dispatch," "fare," and "upgrade," expanding
domainâ€‘specific language.
Chats with other players, applying punctuation, capitalization, and polite conversational
conventions.

Social Studies

Navigates a virtual city map, recognizing street names and spatial relationships between
neighborhoods.
Explores the role of taxis in urban transportation, linking economic activity to community mobility.
Identifies recognizable city landmarks, prompting discussions about cultural and historical
significance.
Considers customerâ€‘service etiquette, linking personal behavior to civic responsibility.

Science & Technology

Uses a coordinateâ€‘based map to plot efficient routes, introducing basic concepts of geometry
and spatial reasoning.
Solves routeâ€‘optimization problems, encouraging algorithmic thinking and logical sequencing.
Engages with digital citizenship by following safeâ€‘chat guidelines and respecting online
community rules.
Observes how virtual supply and demand affect fare prices, laying groundwork for economic
systems thinking.

Tips

To deepen learning, have your child keep a realâ€‘world taxi log where they record distances walked or
biked and calculate earned "fare" using play money; turn those numbers into word problems for extra
math practice. Next, create a printable city map and ask them to design a new street or landmark, then
write a short brochure describing its purpose and history. Roleâ€‘play a customerâ€‘service scenario,
encouraging polite dialogue and problemâ€‘solving when a passenger requests a change of route.
Finally, discuss digital safety rules they followed in the game and compare them to rules for other online
activities, reinforcing responsible tech use.
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Book Recommendations

The Berenstain Bears' Big Book of Money by Stan and Jan Berenstain: A friendly introduction to
earning, saving, and spending money that mirrors the budgeting decisions made in the taxi game.
What Is a City? by Stacy McAnulty: A vibrant pictureâ€‘book that explains how cities are
organized, why transportation matters, and how people work togetherâ€”perfect for connecting
game geography to real life.
If I Built a City by Mike McClintock: Kids imagine their own city, design streets, and think about
services like taxis, encouraging creative planning and civic awareness.

Learning Standards

CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.2.NBT.A.1 â€“ Use place value to add and subtract within 100.
CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.3.OA.A.1 â€“ Interpret products of whole numbers as areas.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.2.1 â€“ Ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3 â€“ Write narratives that include a clear beginning, middle, and end.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.1 â€“ Participate in collaborative conversations with appropriate
turnâ€‘taking.
CCSS.SS.CG.1 â€“ Identify and compare the roles of different places and services in a community.
NGSS 3-5-ETS1-1 (Engineering) â€“ Define a simple problem and propose solutions (route
optimization).

Try This Next

Worksheet: "Fare Calculation" â€“ list distances, rate per mile, and have students compute total
earnings for 5 sample rides.
Mapâ€‘drawing activity: Provide a blank city grid; ask the child to plot the most efficient route
between three passenger pickâ€‘ups and label street names.
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