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Core Skills Analysis
Science

BJ watched the documentary "My Octopus Teacher" and observed how the octopus uses its arms, ink,
and color-changing skin to survive in the kelp forest. He learned that octopuses are highly intelligent,
capable of solving puzzles and navigating complex environments. BJ also discovered the role of
camouflage and how the octopus’s body structure supports its unique hunting strategies. By the end of
the activity he could explain at least three adaptations that help octopuses thrive in marine ecosystems.

English (Language Arts)

BJ listened carefully to the film’s narration and identified the main storyline about the bond between the
filmmaker and the octopus. He practiced summarizing the key events in his own words and noted
descriptive language that brought the underwater world to life. B] also compared the documentary’s
perspective with his own observations, enhancing his ability to interpret visual media. He finished by
writing a brief reflection that included a personal reaction and a favorite scene.

Geography

BJ learned that the octopus lived in a kelp forest off the coast of South Africa, linking the documentary
to a specific marine region. He explored how ocean currents, water temperature, and coastal vegetation
shape the habitat’s biodiversity. B) also considered how human activities such as tourism and pollution
can impact this environment. By mapping the location on a world map, he connected the local
ecosystem to global ocean systems.

Art

BJ sketched the octopus while watching the film, paying close attention to its texture, movement, and
color changes. He experimented with water-color techniques to capture the shimmering effect of the
sea and the octopus’s camouflage patterns. BJ labeled the main body parts on his drawing, reinforcing
scientific vocabulary through visual art. The finished artwork demonstrated both observational skill and
creative expression.

Tips

To deepen BJ’s learning, try a hands-on marine-biology experiment like creating a simple kelp-forest
model using straws and green yarn to explore habitat layers. Follow the documentary with a guided
discussion that compares the octopus’s problem-solving to everyday puzzles, encouraging critical
thinking. Invite BJ to write a short story from the octopus’s point of view, blending science facts with
imaginative writing. Finally, organize a local beach-or-river walk where he can record observations of
marine life and reflect on human impacts.

Book Recommendations

e Octopus! by Ann McGovern: A vivid, fact-filled picture book that introduces young readers to the
anatomy, behavior, and habitats of octopuses.

e The Magic School Bus: In the Ocean by Joanna Cole: Ms. Frizzle takes the class on an underwater
adventure, exploring marine ecosystems and the adaptations of sea creatures.

¢ The Great Barrier Reef: A Journey into the Ocean by John C. Briggs: A beautifully illustrated guide
to coral reefs and the diverse animals that call them home, perfect for expanding ocean
knowledge.
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Learning Standards

e Science - ACSSUO078: Understanding animal structures and survival strategies.

¢ Science - ACSHE099: Recognising the role of observation and inquiry in learning about marine life.
English - ACELA1569: Interpreting and responding to visual media.

Geography - ACHASSKO081: Exploring the interdependence of marine ecosystems and humans.

Art - ACAVAMO074: Experimenting with drawing techniques to represent living organisms.

Try This Next

¢ Create a fact-sheet worksheet where B) matches octopus body parts to their functions.

¢ Write a diary entry from the octopus’s perspective describing a day in the kelp forest.

¢ Design a mixed-media habitat collage using recycled materials to illustrate the underwater
ecosystem.
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