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Core Skills Analysis
English / Language Arts

¢ Identified differences in narrative pacing between the manga panels and the anime episodes,
demonstrating comprehension of story structure.

e Compared dialogue style, noting how speech bubbles versus voice acting affect tone and
character voice.

¢ Analyzed descriptive language by contrasting visual details shown in artwork with those conveyed
through narration or subtitles.

e Evaluated how themes such as loss and friendship are highlighted differently through written text
versus visual and auditory cues.

Visual Arts

¢ Observed the use of colour, line, and composition in manga panels versus animated frames,
building visual literacy.

e Recognised how lighting and motion in the anime create mood that static manga images suggest
through shading and panel layout.

¢ Described the impact of character design consistency across both media, noting any artistic
liberties taken in animation.

¢ Explored the role of background art in establishing setting, comparing the detail level in
handa€‘drawn pages to digitally rendered scenes.

Media Studies / Digital Technologies

¢ Distinguished the production processes of print manga (drawing, inking, printing) from anime
(storyboarding, voice recording, digital animation).

¢ Discussed how sound design, music, and timing in the anime add layers of meaning absent from
the manga.

¢ Identified the target audience considerations that influence adaptation choices, such as episode
length versus chapter length.

¢ Evaluated how cultural symbols are preserved or altered when moving from page to screen.

Critical Thinking & Humanities

e Formulated arguments supported by evidence from both media to explain why certain scenes feel
more impactful in one format.

e Connected the story's historical fantasy setting to reala€‘world myths, enhancing cultural
awareness.

* Reflected on personal emotional responses, linking them to specific artistic choices in each
medium.

¢ Developed criteria (e.qg., fidelity to source, emotional resonance, visual clarity) to assess the
effectiveness of the adaptation.

Tips

To deepen the comparison, have the student create a Venn diagram that maps shared plot points,
characters, and themes, then add a third section for unique elements of each medium. Next, stage a
short drama where they reenact a scene first as described in the manga and then as performed in the
anime, noting how performance choices change meaning. Follow up with a research minia€‘project on
how Japanese storytelling traditions influence both manga and anime, using library resources or
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reputable websites. Finally, encourage the learner to design their own storyboard panel that merges the
strengths of both formats, applying the visual and narrative techniques they observed.

Book Recommendations

¢ The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo: A young mouse's brave adventure explores themes of
courage and storytelling, echoing the hero's journey seen in Frieren.

¢ Inkheart by Cornelia Funke: Characters step out of books into the real world, prompting discussion
about the power of narrative across different media.

¢ Manga: The Complete Guide by Jason S. Yadao: An accessible introduction to manga history, style,
and cultural impact, perfect for young readers curious about the art form.

Learning Standards

e English a€“ ACELA1570: Interpreting and analysing how language features shape meaning.

e English a€" ACELT1604: Comparing texts from different media and assessing their impact.

e Visual Arts a€“ ACAVAR098: Investigating and applying visual conventions in twoa€‘dimensional
artwork.

e Visual Arts a€“ ACAVAR099: Exploring the influence of cultural contexts on artistic production.

e Technologies a€“ ACTDIKO11: Understanding the processes and techniques involved in digital
media creation.

e Humanities and Social Sciences a€“ ACHASSK115: Analysing how stories reflect cultural values
and historical contexts.

Try This Next

e Worksheet: Create a twoa€‘column chart listing "Manga Features" and "Anime Features" for a
chosen chapter/episode, then write a brief paragraph comparing their effectiveness.

e Quiz: 10 multiplea€‘choice questions that test recall of plot differences, visual details, and audio
cues between the two versions.

¢ Drawing Prompt: Redraw a favorite manga panel as a storyboard frame, adding suggested motion
lines and notes for possible sound effects.
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