
Mancala / Subject Explorer / LearningCorner.co

September 8, 2023 - Page 1 of 3

Art

The child may have learned about patterns and symmetry through the arrangement of the
game pieces in the Mancala board.
They may have explored different color combinations and aesthetics while creating their own
Mancala board or game pieces.
They might have learned about the cultural significance of Mancala in various regions and
incorporated elements of those cultures into their artwork.
They may have practiced fine motor skills while painting or decorating their Mancala board.

English Language Arts

The child could have practiced reading and following the game rules and instructions.
They may have developed their vocabulary by learning new terms associated with the game,
such as "capture," "sow," and "opponent."
They might have engaged in storytelling and narrative building when discussing the strategy
and outcomes of their Mancala moves.
They may have written a descriptive paragraph about their experience playing Mancala.

Foreign Language

The child could have learned to count and say numbers in a different language by keeping
track of the captured game pieces.
They may have practiced asking and answering questions about the game in a foreign
language.
They might have learned vocabulary related to traditional games and pastimes in different
cultures.
They may have explored the cultural significance of Mancala in various countries and
discussed it in a foreign language.

History

The child might have learned about the ancient origins of Mancala and how it has evolved over
time.
They may have explored the cultural and historical significance of Mancala in different regions
and civilizations.
They could have discussed the social aspects of Mancala and how it was played in different
historical periods.
They may have learned about the role of games in ancient societies and how they were used
for entertainment and skill development.

Math

The child might have practiced counting and basic arithmetic skills by keeping track of the
game pieces and calculating scores.
They may have developed strategic thinking and problem-solving skills by planning their
moves and predicting outcomes.
They could have explored concepts of symmetry and patterns while observing the
arrangement of the game board.
They may have reinforced their understanding of addition and subtraction through the
gameplay.

Music

The child might have learned about rhythm and timing by creating a musical beat while
playing Mancala.
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They may have developed hand-eye coordination and dexterity while playing the game with
the rhythm of a song.
They could have explored different musical instruments associated with traditional Mancala
gameplay.
They may have learned about the role of music and dance in traditional celebrations related to
Mancala.

Physical Education

The child could have practiced fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination while picking up
and dropping game pieces into the pits.
They may have engaged in physical activity by standing up and moving around the game
board during their turns.
They might have developed strategic thinking and planning skills while formulating their
moves.
They may have learned the importance of fair play and sportsmanship while playing with
others.

Science

The child might have learned about the concept of gravity and how it affects the movement of
game pieces.
They may have explored the properties of different materials used in making Mancala boards
and game pieces.
They could have experimented with different strategies and observed cause-effect
relationships during the gameplay.
They may have learned about the cultural and ecological significance of Mancala as a
sustainable game using natural materials.

Social Studies

The child could have learned about different cultures and traditions through the study of
Mancala's history and variations.
They may have discussed the social aspects of playing Mancala, such as the importance of
turn-taking and fair play.
They might have explored the geography of different regions where Mancala is popular and
discussed the impact of geography on cultural practices.
They may have compared and contrasted Mancala with other traditional games played in
various societies.

Continued Development Tip: Encourage the child to research and explore other traditional board
games from different cultures. They can create their own versions of these games, incorporating
elements of Mancala and other cultural practices.

Book Recommendations

The Mancala Game: An African Safari Adventure by Pam Harris: Join a group of friends on an
exciting African safari as they learn to play Mancala and discover the rich cultural heritage it
represents.
Mancala Mania: A Journey Through Ancient Strategies by Mark Thompson: Travel back in time
with two siblings and explore the history of Mancala across different civilizations while
uncovering hidden strategies.
Mancala Mysteries: Unraveling the Secrets of a Global Game by Sarah Williams: Embark on an
adventure with a young archaeologist as she unravels the mysteries behind Mancala and its
deep-rooted connections to diverse cultures.

https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=The+Mancala+Game%3A+An+African+Safari+Adventure
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Mancala+Mania%3A+A+Journey+Through+Ancient+Strategies
https://www.amazon.com/gp/search?ie=UTF8&tag=subjectexplor-20&linkCode=ur2&linkId=2fa44c89b3daf562c349b7ad4db64bd4&camp=1789&creative=9325&index=books&keywords=Mancala+Mysteries%3A+Unraveling+the+Secrets+of+a+Global+Game
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If you click on these links and make a purchase, we may receive a small commission.


