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Science

The Second-grade child learned about the process of decomposition through observing the
changes in the pumpkin over time.
They learned that decomposers such as bacteria and fungi play a vital role in breaking down
organic matter like pumpkins.
The child gained an understanding of the importance of nutrient recycling in the ecosystem as
they observed how the pumpkin provided nourishment for decomposers.
Through the activity, they also learned about the concept of life cycles as they witnessed the
pumpkin transitioning from a whole fruit to a decomposed state.

Continued development can be encouraged by extending the activity to explore other decomposable
objects or organic materials. For example, students can observe the decomposition process of
different types of fruits or even plant parts like leaves or flowers. They can also conduct experiments
to investigate the impact of different environmental factors on the rate of decomposition, such as
temperature, moisture, or exposure to sunlight. Encouraging students to keep a journal or create a
visual timeline of the decomposition process can further enhance their understanding and
documentation skills.

Book Recommendations

The Compost Wizard's Notebook by Peter Reynolds: This book follows a young boy's journey
into the world of composting and explores the fascinating process of decomposition in a kid-
friendly manner.
From Seed to Pumpkin by Wendy Pfeffer: This book takes readers through the life cycle of a
pumpkin, starting from a tiny seed to a fully grown fruit, and eventually to its decomposition
stage.
Rotten Pumpkin: A Rotten Tale in 15 Voices by David M. Schwartz and Dwight Kuhn: This
unique book uses different voices, including those of decomposers, to tell the story of a
pumpkin's decomposition journey, providing an engaging and educational perspective on the
topic.
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