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English Language Arts

¢ The child practiced communication and descriptive language skills by explaining their strategy
for removing blocks and discussing the consequences of their choices.

e Through gameplay, the child also developed their understanding of cause and effect, as they
observed how each block's removal affected the stability of the tower.

¢ The activity encouraged the child to use their imagination and storytelling abilities to create
narratives around the game, fostering creativity in their language use.

Math

¢ The child enhanced their understanding of spatial reasoning and geometry by strategically
selecting blocks to remove without causing the tower to collapse.

¢ They also practiced counting and basic arithmetic as they determined the number of blocks
removed and calculated the total height of the tower at various stages of the game.

¢ The activity provided opportunities for the child to assess probabilities and predict outcomes
based on the stability of the tower and the potential impact of their moves on the structure.

Social Studies

¢ The child learned about the cultural origins and history of Jenga, gaining an appreciation for
the game's roots in African traditions and its global popularity.

¢ They also developed teamwork and cooperation skills by playing the game with peers, learning
to work together to achieve a common goal while respecting each other's strategies and
decisions.

¢ Through discussions about game strategy, the child may have also encountered concepts of
strategy and decision-making in competitive activities, which can be related to historical or
societal decision-making processes.

For continued development, consider integrating Jenga into creative writing assignments, where
students can use the game as a prompt to craft narratives or build character personalities.
Additionally, incorporating Jenga into math lessons can provide hands-on practice with concepts of
geometry, probability, and strategic thinking.

Book Recommendations

¢ How to Build a Story...Or, the Big What If by Frances O'Roark Dowell: This book provides
guidance and inspiration for young writers, offering tips on developing creative storytelling
skills.

e The Math Curse by Jon Scieszka: This humorous book combines math concepts with
storytelling, showing students how math relates to everyday life in a fun and engaging way.

e Who Was Nelson Mandela? by Meg Belviso and Pam Pollack: This biography introduces
students to the life and legacy of Nelson Mandela, a figure who symbolizes the importance of
teamwork and unity in diverse societies.

If you click on these links and make a purchase, we may receive a small commission.
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