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Math

Counting: The child practiced counting as they collected the marbles using the hippo's mouth as a
reference.
Comparing Quantities: The child compared the number of marbles collected by their hippo with
those collected by other players.
Basic Addition: The game required the child to add up the total number of marbles they collected
throughout the game.
Probability: The child gained an understanding of probability as they observed the outcome of the
marbles being released into the center.

Physical Education

Motor Skills: The child developed hand-eye coordination and fine motor skills as they maneuvered
the hippo to collect the marbles.
Physical Activity: The game involved rapid movements, contributing to the child's physical activity
and coordination skills.
Teamwork: The child learned to take turns and cooperate with other players in a fun and active
setting.
Rules and Following Directions: The child followed game instructions, promoting understanding of
rules and directions.

Science

Physics: The child observed and experienced concepts of force and motion as they operated the
hippo to collect marbles.
Colors and Shapes: The game used colorful marbles and distinctive shapes, providing a platform
for learning about different colors and shapes.
Cause and Effect: The child learned about cause and effect as they saw the results of their actions
in the game.
Gravity: The child developed an understanding of gravity as they saw the marbles roll and drop
into the center of the game.

Social Studies

Sharing and Taking Turns: The child learned to wait for their turn and share resources, promoting
social skills within a group setting.
Cultural Awareness: The game may have similarities to traditional games from various cultures,
fostering an understanding of different customs and traditions.
Holiday and Seasonal Themes: Themed versions of the game may introduce children to holidays
and seasonal events, providing a connection to cultural or historical contexts.
Rules and Fair Play: The child learned about following rules and playing fair in a social context.

Continued development can involve creating variations of the game with different themes or modifying
the rules to encourage specific learning objectives. Students can also design their own game boards,
incorporating elements of art and creativity into the activity.

Book Recommendations

Hippos Go Berserk! by Sandra Boynton: This playful book features hippopotamuses in various
amusing scenarios, engaging young readers while also introducing basic counting concepts.
Hungry, Hungry Hippos (Step into Reading) by Courtney Carbone: Based on the game, this book
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provides an entertaining story that young children can relate to, encouraging early reading skills.
Hippo Goes Bananas! by Marjorie Dennis Murray: This colorful and engaging story follows the
adventures of a hippo on a quest for delicious fruits, captivating young readers and promoting
vocabulary development.

If you click on these links and make a purchase, we may receive a small commission.
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