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English

The activity fosters reading comprehension as the student must read through the text-based
narrative to make choices and progress in the game.
Through decision-making within the game, the student practices critical thinking and weighing
of options, contributing to their understanding of narrative analysis and structure.
The game can inspire creative writing as the student may be encouraged to write personal
narratives or journal entries in the voice of a character from the game.
By engaging with a historical context in a game format, the student is immersed in the
language and vernacular of the time period, enriching their understanding of historical English
usage.

History

The Oregon Trail video game provides a hands-on experience of historical events and life in
the late 19th century, allowing the student to understand the challenges and decisions faced
by people during that time period.
It offers a practical application of historical knowledge as the student must make choices such
as managing resources, finding routes, and facing challenges that were a reality for pioneers
during the time period.
The game introduces historical concepts such as westward expansion, Manifest Destiny, and
indigenous peoples, allowing students to comprehend the impact of these events on American
history.
By engaging with historical events, students are motivated to further explore the context of
the game, leading to a deeper understanding of the time period through independent
research.

Math

Students must manage resources such as money, food, and supplies, requiring basic
arithmetic and problem-solving skills to make decisions on what to buy and how to allocate
resources.
Calculating distances, travel time, and rationing supplies in the game requires students to
apply practical math skills which can reinforce concepts such as addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division.
The game presents economic concepts such as cost-benefit analysis, budgeting, and resource
management, fostering an understanding of practical math applications in real-life scenarios.
Interactions with in-game trading and bartering introduce concepts related to currency
exchange, adding a practical context to mathematical concepts.

Science

The game offers a glimpse into the challenges of survival in a difficult environment,
highlighting the importance of basic survival skills and knowledge of local flora and fauna.
Students engage with the impact of environmental factors and the importance of weather
patterns on travel and resource management, providing real-world contexts for weather and
climate science concepts.
The game incorporates elements of health and hygiene, emphasizing the importance of
sanitation and personal health in a historical context, illustrating the development of medical
and health knowledge over time.
The experience of hunting and gathering in the game introduces concepts related to
ecosystems, food webs, and sustainable resource management, fostering an understanding of
ecological relationships.
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Social Studies

Through the simulation of a pioneer journey, students learn about the social dynamics and
structures present in late 19th-century America, including family roles, community
cooperation, and interactions with different cultural groups.
The game presents opportunities for discussions around the impact of westward expansion on
different groups of people, including Native Americans and immigrants, allowing students to
examine these issues from multiple perspectives.
The mechanics of decision-making within the game facilitate conversations around citizenship,
governance, and the practical implications of individual and communal choices in historical
contexts.
The game fosters empathy and understanding of historical experiences by portraying the
hardships, sacrifices, and resilience of pioneers, leading to discussions on the human
experience and historical empathy.

Continued development related to the activity can include engaging in further historical research on
the Oregon Trail and the period of westward expansion, exploring related literature and primary
sources, and creating multimedia presentations or interactive projects to share knowledge about the
topic.

Related Educational Toys and Games

The Oregon Trail Card Game by Pressman: A card game adaptation of the classic video
game, offering a cooperative experience where players must work together to overcome
challenges similar to those encountered in the digital game.
My First Great American Adventure by Learning Resources: An educational board game
that introduces students to key moments in American history, including the Oregon Trail
journey, as they race to become the first to reach the West Coast.
Challenging Coin-Classification Chart Set by Learning Resources: A hands-on learning kit
that teaches students about the value and history of different coins, tying into the economic
and financial aspects presented in the Oregon Trail video game.


