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Imagine you have a big box of crayons and a piece of paper. When you use the crayons to draw a
picture, you can make the picture look different ways by how you use the colors and shapes.
Pictorialism is like that, but with cameras instead of crayons. People who used pictorialism wanted their
photos to look artistic, almost like paintings. They would use special techniques like blurring, soft focus,
and unique lighting to create dreamy and emotional pictures.

One famous photographer who used pictorialism was Alfred Stieglitz. He took photos of things like trees,
buildings, and people, but they didn't look super sharp and clear like modern photos. Instead, they had
a soft, hazy look that made them seem more like a painting than a photo.

Imagine looking at a picture of a flower taken with pictorialism. Instead of seeing every detail of the
petals and colors, the photo might have a soft, dreamy quality that makes you feel like you're looking at
a beautiful painting instead of a photograph.

Pictorialism was popular in the early days of photography when people were still figuring out all the
ways they could use cameras to create art. It helped people see that photography doesn't just have to
be about taking exact pictures of things - it can also be a way to express emotions and feelings through
soft, dreamy images.

So, think of pictorialism as a magical way to use a camera to create pictures that look more like
paintings and make you feel something special when you look at them.
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