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What is Bending in Sheet Metal Working?
Bending is a way to shape metal sheets by folding or curving them. Imagine taking a flat piece of paper
and folding it â€” that's like bending metal, but metal needs special tools because itâ€™s hard.

What Does Stretching Mean During Bending?
When you bend a metal sheet, the metal on the outside of the bend stretches and becomes longer,
while the metal on the inside of the bend gets squished or compressed and becomes shorter. This
stretching on the outside is called stretching during bending.

Why Does Stretching Happen?
Because of the bend: When you curve the metal, the outside needs to cover more distance, so
it must stretch.
The inside wants to take less space: So it compresses or squeezes.

What Happens Because of Stretching?
Stretching can make the metal thinner on the outside of the bend, just like when you pull a piece of gum
to make it thinner. If the metal stretches too much, it might crack or break.

Why Is It Important?
People who work with metal need to know about stretching so they can make bends without breaking
the metal. They choose the right tools and thickness of metal to make sure it bends perfectly.

Summary
Stretching during bending is like stretching the outer side of a paper when you fold it. The outside
stretches and becomes longer and thinner, while the inside is compressed. This is very important to
understand when shaping metal safely and correctly.


