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Why Does a Skunk Raise Its Tail and Spray Stinky Liquid?
Imagine you're playing outside and suddenly see a skunk. You might notice that the skunk raises its tail
straight up, like a flag. But why does the skunk do this? And why does it sometimes spray a very stinky
liquid?

What is a Skunk?

A skunk is a small animal that lives in forests, fields, and near houses. It looks a bit like a small, furry
dog with a big, bushy tail. Skunks are famous for their black and white stripes or spots.

Skunk's Tail Up Means Warning

When a skunk feels scared or threatened by another animal or even a person, it wants to say, "Watch
out! Don't come too close!" To do this, it raises its tail up high. This is like the skunk's way of saying,
"I'm ready to protect myself!"

The Stinky Spray

If the other animal keeps coming too close even after the warning, the skunk sprays a smelly liquid from
a special place near its tail. This liquid smells really bad - worse than anything you can imagine! The
bad smell helps the skunk protect itself by making the other animal want to run away quickly.

Why Is This Important?

The skunk's stinky spray helps keep it safe without getting hurt. Most animals will smell the warning and
go away before the skunk has to spray. It's nature's way of helping the skunk protect itself without
fighting.

Fun Fact:

Skunks can aim their spray very well and often can spray up to 10 feet (about 3 meters) away!
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