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Becoming a Paramedic in Western Australia Without Year 12
Using VET Pathway

If you're 18 years old and want to become a paramedic in Western Australia but don't have a Year 12
pass, don't worry! There is a pathway through Vocational Education and Training (VET) that can help
you achieve your goal. Here's a step-by-step explanation:

Step 1: Understand the Role of a Paramedic

Paramedics provide emergency medical care and transport patients to hospitals. The job requires
specific qualifications, practical skills, and registration in Western Australia.

Step 2: Look Into Pre-requisites and Registration

e Paramedics in WA must be registered with the Paramedicine Board of Australia.
¢ Professional registration generally requires completing an approved paramedic qualification.

Step 3: Choose a VET Course Related to Paramedicine

Even without Year 12, you can enroll in a Vocational Education and Training course that will provide
foundational skills. A common course is the Certificate Ill in Ambulance Communications or Certificate IV
in Health Care which can prepare you for roles such as ambulance officer or emergency medical
responder.

Step 4: Gain Entry to Paramedic Degrees via Alternative Entry

While Bachelor degree courses in Paramedicine typically require Year 12 or equivalent, some
universities and TAFEs offer recognition for VET qualifications plus relevant work experience.

e Complete a Diploma or Advanced Diploma of Paramedical Science or Health Care through TAFE or
similar providers.

¢ Gain work experience as an ambulance officer or emergency care assistant.

¢ Use these qualifications and experience to apply for direct entry or via pathways to Bachelor of
Paramedicine programs.

Step 5: Consider Applying for Ambulance Officer Roles

Without Year 12, you might first work as an Ambulance Officer or in a similar emergency medical role,
which requires lower qualifications but gets you valuable experience.

Step 6: Progress to Paramedic Qualification

After gaining experience, you can undertake further study to meet registration requirements, such as
completing:

e Bachelor of Paramedicine (through alternative entry pathways)
¢ Graduate Diploma in Paramedicine if you have related tertiary qualifications

Additional Tips:

¢ Contact local TAFE institutions, such as North Metropolitan TAFE or South Metropolitan TAFE, to
explore available health and paramedical courses.
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e Reach out to the St John Ambulance WA or the WA Department of Health for advice on
employment and training options.

¢ Check the Australian Skills Quality Authority (ASQA) to find accredited VET courses related to
paramedicine.

¢ Focus on building your skills in first aid, communication, and emergency care during your training
and employment.

Summary:

In summary, without a Year 12 pass, you can start with VET qualifications related to health care and
ambulance work, build experience in ambulance officer roles, and then use alternative pathways to
enter paramedic degree programs and obtain registration. This approach allows you to gradually
progress towards becoming a fully qualified paramedic in Western Australia.
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