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Introduction to Coding
Coding, also known as computer programming, is the process of writing instructions for computers to
perform specific tasks. These instructions are written in programming languages that computers can
understand and execute.

Historical Background
Early Concepts: The foundation of coding dates back to the 19th century with Charles Babbage,
who conceptualized the Analytical Engine, a mechanical general-purpose computer. Ada Lovelace,
often regarded as the first computer programmer, wrote algorithms for this machine.
First Programming Languages: In the 1940s and 1950s, early programming was done using
machine code and assembly languages, which are low-level and hardware-specific.
High-Level Languages: In 1957, Fortran (Formula Translation) was introduced, one of the first
high-level programming languages designed to make coding easier and more accessible.
Evolution Through Decades: The 1960s and 1970s saw the birth of many influential languages
such as COBOL for business, C for system programming, and BASIC for education.
Modern Era: Object-oriented programming languages like C++ and Java emerged in the 1980s
and 1990s, introducing concepts that help organize complex software development.
Web and Mobile Development: The rise of the internet in the late 20th century led to
languages like JavaScript, PHP, and later, Swift and Kotlin for mobile app development,
revolutionizing how users interact with technology.

Interesting Coding Facts
Python, created in the late 1980s by Guido van Rossum, is known for its readability and is widely
used in education, web development, and data science.
The name 'bug' to refer to a software glitch reportedly originated from an actual moth found in a
computer in 1947.
HTML, the backbone of the web, is a markup language, not a programming language, but it is
essential for structuring web pages.
Open source projects allow programmers worldwide to collaborate and improve software
collaboratively.

Conclusion
Coding has evolved tremendously from mechanical computations to modern software applications that
power our daily lives. Understanding its history and facts helps appreciate the technology that shapes
our world.


