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Introduction

Testing the purity of cocaine is important for safety, but professional laboratory analysis can be costly
and inaccessible. For a 48-year-old or anyone seeking inexpensive and straightforward ways, some
basic methods exist that can provide a rough estimate of purity. However, keep in mind these tests are
not fully accurate or comprehensive.

1. Visual Inspection

Pure cocaine hydrochloride generally appears as a fine, white, crystalline powder. If you notice unusual
colors, clumps, or impurities, it may indicate adulterants or low purity.

2. Solubility Test

Cocaine hydrochloride is soluble in water. You can dissolve a small amount in water to see if it
completely dissolves; residue means impurities or fillers.

3. Simple Chemical Reagents (Colorimetric Tests)

There are inexpensive chemical reagent kits available (like Marquis, Simon's, or Scott reagent tests)
designed to react with cocaine. The Scott reagent is specific for cocaine and changes color (typically
turning blue) in its presence. These kits can be bought online or in specialty shops. Detailed instructions
accompany them.

4. Freebase Testing (Purity Indication)

Cocaine hydrochloride can be converted into freebase cocaine by adding a base (like baking soda) and
gently heating. Pure cocaine tends to produce a white, flaky precipitate, while less pure samples
produce more residues or colored substances.

Important Precautions

¢ Never consume or handle substances without legal authorization and safety measures.
¢ The tests above only provide an indication, not a definitive measure of purity.

¢ Some adulterants may mimic cocaine reactions or evade detection.

¢ Consult professionals or certified labs for accurate results where possible.

Summary

For a low-cost approach, visual inspection, solubility testing, Scott reagent kit, and freebase preparation
can provide practical clues about cocaine purity. These methods require care, understanding of safe
handling, and are not substitutes for professional analysis.
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