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The "ticking time bomb" scenario is a hypothetical situation often used in discussions related to ethics,
particularly in the context of law enforcement and national security. It typically involves a situation
where authorities have captured a terrorist who possesses information about an imminent attack that
could kill many innocent lives.

Here's a step-by-step breakdown of the concept:

1. The Situation: Imagine a terrorist is apprehended, and authorities learn that there is a bomb set
to explode imminently. The terrorist knows the location and the activation code for the bomb.

2. The Dilemma: Time is of the essence. The authorities face a dilemma: should they use extreme
measures, like torture, to extract the critical information from the terrorist to prevent potential
casualties?

3. Ethical Implications: This scenario raises profound ethical questions. Is it justifiable to torture
one person to save many? What does this say about our moral values and the rule of law?

4. Practical Concerns: Critics argue that such scenarios are unrealistic, as torture is often
ineffective. They suggest that information gained under duress may be false or misleading.

5. Debate in Society: The ticking time bomb scenario sparks debates among ethicists, politicians,
and legal experts about the balance between security and human rights. It challenges us to
consider how far we are willing to go to protect society while maintaining ethical integrity.

In summary, the ticking time bomb scenario serves as a powerful thought experiment to examine the
moral trade-offs in urgent situations, underlining the ongoing struggle between safety and ethical
governance.

August 26, 2024 - Page 1 of 1



