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What is a two-for-one deal?

A two-for-one deal (often called "2-for-1" or a BOGO — buy one, get one free) is a sales promotion
where you receive two items for the price of one. In effect, the second item is given to you at no extra
charge, so your average cost per item is halved compared with buying a single item at the full price.

Step-by-step: how it works

1. Store advertises a two-for-one promotion on a product (for example, "2 for $10" or "Buy one, get
one free").

2. You pick two of the eligible items and bring them to checkout.

3. The cashier charges you the price of one item (or the advertised combined price) for both items.

4. Your effective price per unit equals the total you paid divided by two.

Simple examples
Example A — identical regular price:

¢ Regular price: $8 per item.

¢ Two-for-one offer: buy one, get one free.

¢ You pay: $8 for two items — effective price = $4 per item (50% savings).
Example B — store advertises "2 for $12" while single price is $7:

e Single price: $7.

e Two-for-one offer: 2 for $12.
¢ You pay: $12 for two — effective price = $6 per item (saves $1 per item vs. buying separately).

Variations you may see

Buy one, get one free (BOGO): classic two-for-one.

2 for $X: a set price for two items (not necessarily exactly "free" second item).
Mix-and-match: pick any two from a selection for the two-for-one price.

Limited to same-size or same-flavor only; sometimes the cheaper item must be the free one.

Things to watch out for (pitfalls)

Unit price comparison: sometimes the single-item price is increased before the promo so the deal
is less generous than it appears.

Restrictions: limits per customer, required membership, or only certain sizes/flavors qualify.
Expiration dates: promotional items may be perishable or have short useful life.

Tax rules: in some places sales tax is applied to the full price of one item or to each item

differently.
e Stockpiling trap: buying items you don’t need just because they seem cheap wastes money and
space.

Quick decision checklist for a 30-year-old shopper

¢ Do | need two of this item now (or will | use/store the extra)?
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¢ |s the two-for-one price really lower than buying one or comparing unit prices?
¢ Are there restrictions or hidden conditions?
¢ |s the item perishable or likely to expire before use?

Short summary

A two-for-one deal gives you two items for the price of one (or a special price for two). It can be a great

value when you need or will use both items, but always check the unit price, restrictions, and expiration
to be sure it’s truly a bargain.

If you want, tell me an example product and price and I'll calculate the real savings for you.
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