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What are Taxes?

Taxes are a certain amount of money that people have to pay to the government. Think of taxes as the
fees we pay to help our country run smoothly.

Why Do We Pay Taxes?

Just like you might pay for a ticket to get into a concert or a theme park, taxes are like tickets for using
all the services and benefits that the government provides. These services include:

Schools: Taxes help pay for teachers, books, and buildings.

Roads: Taxes are used to build and repair roads so we can travel safely.

Police and Fire Services: Taxes help keep us safe by funding police officers and firefighters.
Parks and Recreation: Taxes help maintain parks, playgrounds, and community centers.

How Do Taxes Work?
When people earn money from their jobs, they give a portion of that money to the government as taxes.

This is often done automatically through paycheck deductions. Other times, people may need to pay
taxes on purchases they make, like buying a toy or a video game. This is called sales tax.

Where Does the Money Go?
The government collects all the tax money and uses it to pay for the services we talked about. Different

places may spend their tax money on different needs, but the main goal is to make sure communities
can work well and provide for everyone.

Why is Understanding Taxes Important?
Knowing about taxes is important because it helps us understand how our society works. It also teaches

us to be responsible citizens who contribute to our community. When we understand where the money
goes, we can appreciate the services we receive.

Fun Fact:

Did you know that even kids can contribute to taxes? If you have a lemonade stand and make money,
even that little bit might be taxed when you get older!
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