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What is the Solar System?
The solar system is like a big family that includes our star, the Sun, and all the planets and other objects
that travel around it. Just like how a family has different members, the solar system has different parts.

The Sun
At the center of our solar system is the Sun, a huge ball of hot gas that gives us light and heat. It’s
much bigger than any planet—so big that it makes up about 99.86% of the solar system's mass!

The Planets
There are eight major planets that orbit the Sun:

Mercury - the closest planet to the Sun, and very hot!
Venus - similar to Earth but covered in thick clouds.
Earth - our home, where all life exists.
Mars - known as the Red Planet because of its rusty color.
Jupiter - the largest planet, famous for its Great Red Spot, a giant storm.
Saturn - known for its beautiful rings made of ice and rock.
Uranus - an icy planet that spins on its side.
Neptune - a very dark blue planet, far away from the Sun.

Other Objects
But the solar system is not just about planets. There are also:

Dwarfs planets - like Pluto, which used to be considered a planet.
Asteroids - rocky pieces, mostly found in a band between Mars and Jupiter.
Comets - icy objects that have a tail when they get close to the Sun.

Where is Our Solar System?
Our solar system is part of a galaxy called the Milky Way. It’s a vast group of stars, and the solar system
is located around two-thirds of the way out from the center of the galaxy.

Why is it Important?
Understanding the solar system helps us learn about our place in the universe, how planets are formed,
and how life exists on Earth. It also inspires scientists to explore new worlds and find out if we are alone
in the universe!

Next time you look up at the stars, remember that they are part of an incredible solar system that is full
of wonder and adventure!


