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What is Chopping Wood?

Chopping wood is the process of cutting logs or pieces of wood into smaller, manageable pieces using a
tool like an axe or a hatchet. This activity is often done for building fires, making furniture, or even for
fun!

Why Do We Chop Wood?

1. Firewood: One of the primary reasons for chopping wood is to create firewood for heating our homes
or for camping fires.

2. Building: We also chop wood for building things like furniture, fences, or even treehouses. It helps
provide us with the materials needed to create or repair items.

Tools Needed

Before you start chopping wood, it’s essential to have the right tools:

¢ Axe or Hatchet: The most common tool for chopping wood. An axe is larger and used for bigger
logs, while a hatchet is small and more suitable for smaller pieces.

¢ Safety Gear: Always wear safety glasses and gloves to protect yourself from flying wood chips
and accidental cuts.

Steps to Chop Wood Safely

1. Choose a Safe Location: Find a flat, stable surface, like a chopping block or a sturdy piece of
flat wood, where you can chop safely.

2. Position the Log: Place the log you want to chop on the chopping block, making sure it's secure
and won't roll.

3. Grip the Axe Properly: Hold the axe with both hands. One hand should be on the handle near
the end, and the other should be closer to the blade for better control.

4. Check Your Surroundings: Make sure no one is too close to you when you swing the axe.

. Chop with Care: Lift the axe above your head and bring it down with force onto the log, aiming

for the center. Use your legs to provide power and keep your eyes on the target.
6. Repeat: Keep chopping until the log is in the size you need.

o

Conclusion

Chopping wood can be a fun and useful skill to learn, but remember: safety first! Always practice safe
techniques, and don’t hesitate to ask an adult for help when using sharp tools. Happy chopping!
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