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Understanding K and CK Endings in English Spelling
In English, the endings 'K' and 'CK' are commonly used, and knowing when to use each one is essential
for correct spelling. Here’s a step-by-step breakdown:

1. The 'CK' Ending

The 'CK' ending is typically used after a short vowel sound. This means that when a vowel comes before
the 'K' sound in a one-syllable word, we often use 'CK'. Here are some examples:

Back (short 'a' vowel sound)
Duck (short 'u' vowel sound)
Kick (short 'i' vowel sound)

In these cases, the 'CK' helps to indicate that the preceding vowel is pronounced as a short vowel.

2. The 'K' Ending

The 'K' ending is used in several situations:

When the vowel sound is long, such as in like or cake.
When the word is two syllables or more, like in doctor or marker.
When a word ends with the 'K' sound that does not come after a vowel, such as book or bark.

In these instances, 'K' is used to maintain the integrity of the word's structure and pronunciation.

3. Summary of the Rules

Use 'CK' after a short vowel sound in one-syllable words.
Use 'K' in words with long vowel sounds, multi-syllable words, or when not preceded by a vowel.

By understanding these rules, you can improve your spelling and writing in English. Practice with
various examples to become more familiar with when to use each ending!


