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The term omniscient comes from the Latin roots omnis, meaning 'all', and scientia, meaning
'knowledge'. Therefore, omniscient literally means 'all-knowing'. In various contexts, it refers to the
ability to have complete and unlimited knowledge about all things.

In literature, an omniscient narrator is a storytelling technique where the narrator knows everything
about the characters, their thoughts, feelings, and the events of the story. This type of narration allows
the reader to gain insight into multiple perspectives and overarching themes, creating a richer
narrative.

In philosophy and theology, the concept of omniscience often pertains to the perception of a deity or
God as all-knowing. This entails knowledge of past, present, and future events, as well as understanding
all thoughts, actions, and intentions of beings in the universe.

Overall, the term implies a level of knowledge that transcends human limitations, which can be both a
useful literary device and a profound philosophical idea.


