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The Historical Context of Finland's Independence

In 1917, the political landscape in Finland was significantly influenced by the events occurring in
neighboring Russia. Understanding this timeline and the social dynamics is essential for grasping how
Finland transitioned from being part of the Russian Empire to an independent nation.

1. The Collapse of the Russian Empire

Russia was undergoing major upheaval in 1917 due to the February and October Revolutions. These
revolutions weakened Russian control over Finland, creating a power vacuum that both conservative
and leftist groups in Finland sought to fill.

2. Rise of Political Factions in Finland
With the collapse of Russian authority, two main factions emerged in Finland:

e The Social Democrats (Reds): This leftist group advocated for socialist policies and wanted to
support the working classes.

¢ The Conservatives (Whites): This right-wing group aimed to maintain traditional structures and
sought to establish a more nationalistic and conservative government.

Both groups began to collaborate with their counterparts in Russia. This collaboration deepened the
divide within Finnish society.

3. Formation of Military Groups

By March 1917, Finland did not have an established army or police force to maintain order. In response,
both the Reds and Whites started forming their own military troops:

¢ Red Guards: Armed forces formed by the Social Democrats.
e White Guards: Armed forces formed by conservatives.

This led to an environment filled with political violence and fear among civilians.
4. The Civil Conflict of 1918

In January 1918, fighting erupted as tensions escalated between the Reds and Whites. This conflict is
often referred to as Finland's Civil War. The Whites, with the support of Germany, ultimately defeated
the Red Guards.

5. Transition to Independence

After the Civil War, Finland moved from Russian influence to alignment with Germany. The conservative
government even attempted to establish a monarchy with a German king. However, with Germany’s
defeat in World War I, these plans fell through.

Ultimately, Finland declared independence on December 6, 1917, and emerged as a democratic
republic. This marked a crucial turning point in Finnish history, allowing the country to establish its own
identity apart from foreign rule.
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Conclusion

In summary, the events of 1917 in Russia and the subsequent Civil War in Finland played a critical role
in shaping contemporary Finnish society and governance. It was a period characterized by intense

political strife, but it ultimately led to Finland's independence, enabling it to construct a new future as a
sovereign state.
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