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What is a Mermaid Purse?

A mermaid purse is not a purse that a mermaid uses, but rather a special term used to describe the egg
case of certain kinds of sharks and skates. When people refer to mermaid purses, they are talking about
these unique egg sacs!

Step-by-Step Explanation:

1. What is an Egg Case?

Imagine an egg that you find in a nest, like a bird egg. In the ocean, certain fish, such as sharks and
skates, lay their eggs inside a protective case. This case is what we call a mermaid purse.

2. Shape and Appearance

Mermaid purses are often flat and can look a bit like a small, squidgy purse. They are usually brown or
black and can be around 6 to 12 inches long, depending on the species. They sometimes have curly,
string-like structures at the corners which help them attach to seaweed or the ocean floor, making sure
they don't float away!

3. Purpose of the Mermaid Purse

The main job of a mermaid purse is to keep the baby sharks or skates safe while they are developing
inside. This egg case protects them from predators and harsh ocean conditions until they are ready to
hatch!

4. Where to Find Them

If you're ever at the beach, you might find these mermaid purses washed up on shore. They are often
found on sandy beaches or rocky shorelines. You can collect them, but remember to be gentlea€”these
cases are important for the fish they come from.

5. Fun Fact!

Did you know that not all sharks lay mermaid purses? Some sharks give birth to live young, while
others, like the horn shark and skate, use these fascinating egg cases.

Conclusion

Now you know what a mermaid purse is! Next time you're at the beach or learning about sea life, you
can impress your friends with your knowledge of these cool egg cases!
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