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Understanding the Finnish Civil War
The Finnish Civil War was a significant conflict that took place in 1918, shortly after Finland declared
independence from Russia. To understand why this war happened, we need to break it down into
straightforward steps.

1. Background Context
Before the civil war, Finland was experiencing social and political tensions. The country had just gained
independence in December 1917, and there were two main political groups that emerged:

The Whites: This group was led by the government headed by the Svinhufvud administration.
They were mostly conservative and wanted to maintain order.
The Reds: This group consisted of socialists and workers who were seeking more rights and
changes in governance.

2. The Increasing Tension
Throughout December 1917 and into January 1918, the Svinhufvud government showed that it would
not work with the socialists. They wanted to rule on their own, leading to heightened tensions between
the two groups.

3. The Key Decision
The turning point was on January 9, 1918, when the Svinhufvud government allowed the White Guard, a
paramilitary group, to take on roles similar to a police force. They were given the authority to maintain
law and order in Finland.

4. The Workers' Reaction
This decision alarmed the workers and socialists, prompting them to act. They believed they needed to
prepare for a confrontation and began organizing a general uprising. This was set to begin on the night
of January 27-28, 1918.

5. Mannerheim’s Role
In the meantime, the government appointed Carl Gustaf Emil Mannerheim, a former general from the
Russian army, as the commander of their military forces (the Whites). He also called for military actions,
which further escalated the situation.

6. Looking Back
Historians still debate whether the civil war could have been avoided. It's important to understand that
both sides played a role in leading the country to war by refusing to compromise or communicate
effectively.

In summary, the Finnish Civil War was a complex event driven by social unrest, political decisions, and a
lack of compromise. Understanding these elements helps us see why certain decisions can lead to
significant conflicts like a war.


