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How Snakes Smell with Their Tongues
Did you know that when a snake sticks out its long, narrow tongue, it's actually smelling the world
around it? Let’s explore how this happens step by step!

Step 1: The Snake’s Tongue
Snakes have long, forked tongues that can move in and out of their mouths quickly. The forked part
means the tongue has two points, which helps the snake detect smells better.

Step 2: Picking Up Scents
When a snake sticks its tongue out, it collects tiny particles from the air or ground. These particles can
be smells from other animals, food, or even dangers.

Step 3: Bringing the Scents Back
After the snake collects the smells with its tongue, it brings the tongue back into its mouth. Inside the
mouth, there is an organ called the Jacobson's organ. This special organ helps the snake understand
what it has just smelled.

Step 4: Making Sense of the Smells
Once the snake has the smells in its mouth, the Jacobson's organ helps it figure out where the smells
are coming from. This is super important because it helps snakes find food, mates, and stay away from
danger!

Step 5: Why It's Important
Smelling with their tongue is how snakes 'see' the world. Since snakes do not have very good eyesight,
their sense of smell helps them survive in their environment.

So next time you see a snake sticking its tongue out, remember that it's not just being silly—it's doing
important work to learn about what’s around it!


