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How to Scaffold a Narrative
Scaffolding a narrative is an essential skill for any writer, especially for a 15-year-old looking to enhance
their storytelling abilities. Scaffolding helps organize thoughts and ideas to create a coherent and
compelling story. Here’s a step-by-step guide to help you through the process:

Step 1: Understand the Elements of a Narrative
A narrative typically includes the following key elements:

Characters: The individuals in your story, including the protagonist (main character) and
antagonist (opposing force).
Setting: The time and place where the story occurs.
Plot: The sequence of events that make up your story.
Conflict: The problem or challenge faced by the characters.
Resolution: How the conflict is resolved at the end of the story.

Step 2: Brainstorm Ideas
Start by jotting down ideas that interest you. Think about personal experiences, imaginative scenarios,
or themes you'd like to explore. Use graphic organizers, lists, or mind maps to visually arrange your
thoughts.

Step 3: Develop Your Characters
Create profiles for your main characters. Consider their backgrounds, motivations, strengths, and
weaknesses. Understanding your characters deeply will help you flesh out their roles in the story.

Step 4: Outline Your Plot
Draft a simple outline to structure your story. You can use the following framework:

Introduction: Introduce the setting and characters, and hint at the conflict.1.
Rising Action: Develop the story by creating escalating tension and events that lead to the2.
climax.
Climax: The turning point of the story where the conflict reaches its peak.3.
Falling Action: Show the aftermath of the climax and how characters respond.4.
Conclusion: Resolve the conflict and weave together any loose ends.5.

Step 5: Write a First Draft
Using your outline, begin writing your narrative. Don’t focus on perfection; just get your ideas down. You
can revise and edit later. Try to engage readers with vivid descriptions and emotion.

Step 6: Revise and Edit
After completing your first draft, take a break before reviewing it. Look for clarity, organization, and
flow. Edit for grammar and spelling. Consider asking a teacher or peer for feedback.
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Step 7: Finalize Your Narrative
Incorporate any feedback and finalize your narrative. Reread it one last time to ensure it meets your
expectations and resonates with readers.

By following these steps, you can effectively scaffold a narrative that’s engaging and well-structured.
Every writer develops their own style, so don’t hesitate to experiment and find what works best for you!


