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What is a Telegraph?

A telegraph is a machine that was used a long time ago to send messages over long distances. Imagine
you want to tell your friend something that's far away, but you can't just walk there. Before phones and
computers, people used telegraphs!

How Does It Work?

The telegraph sends messages using a special code called Morse code. Morse code is made up of dots
and dashes. Each letter in the alphabet has its own unique combination of dots and dashes. For
example, the letter 'A' is a dot followed by a dash (¢ —), and the letter 'B' is a dash followed by three
dots (— » ¢ ).

Sending a Message

When you want to send a message using a telegraph, you press a button that makes a clicking sound.
Each click represents a dot or a dash. By pressing the button in different patterns, you can spell out
words in Morse code! Then, the telegraph sends the message along wires to the person you want to talk
to.

Why Was It Important?

Telegraphs were very important because they helped people communicate quickly. Imagine waiting for
a letter to arrive in the mail that could take days! With a telegraph, the message could get there in just
a few minutes!

A Fun Fact

The first successful telegraph was invented by a man named Samuel Morse, and he also helped create
Morse code. His invention changed the way people talked to each other from far away!

Conclusion

So, a telegraph is like an old-fashioned text message that uses clicks and special codes to send words
quickly over long distances. Isn't that cool?
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