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Introduction to Leaf Collection

Leaf collection is a fun and engaging activity for a 12-year-old that helps them learn about plants and
their environment. This project encourages curiosity about nature and enhances observation skills.

Step 1: Preparing for Leaf Collection

Before starting, gather your materials:

¢ A notebook to record your observations

¢ Pencil or pen

¢ A bag or folder to collect the leaves

¢ A camera or smartphone to take pictures (optional)

Step 2: Choosing a Location

Pick a location where you can find a variety of trees and plants, such as a park, your backyard, or a
nature trail. The more variety there is, the more interesting your collection will be.

Step 3: Selecting Leaves
As you explore, look for leaves in different shapes, sizes, and colors. Consider the following tips:

¢ Look for diversity: Try to collect leaves from different species of trees and bushes.

¢ Examine the shape: Note whether leaves are broad, needle-like, or compound (made of multiple
leaflets).

¢ Check for health: Pick healthy, undamaged leaves for better identification.

Step 4: Recording Observations

For each leaf you collect, write down the following information in your notebook:

e The type of tree or plant (if you know it)
¢ The color and shape of the leaf
¢ The date and location where you found it

Step 5: Preserving Your Leaves

To preserve your leaves for display, consider using the following methods:

¢ Pressing: Place leaves between sheets of newspaper and press them using books to flatten and
dry them out.
e Laminate: After drying, laminate your leaves to protect them and keep them looking fresh.

Step 6: Creating a Leaf Collection Presentation

Once you have collected and preserved your leaves, think about how to present your findings. You can
Create:

¢ A scrapbook with pictures and pressed leaves.
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¢ A poster displaying your collected leaves and recorded information.
¢ A digital presentation with images and notes.

Step 7: Learning and Sharing

Finally, share what you learned with others! Discuss the importance of leaves, how they help trees
survive, and their role in the ecosystem. This can be done by:

¢ Giving a short presentation to classmates or family.
¢ Creating a simple informational brochure to hand out.

Conclusion

Leaf collection is not just a fun activity, but it also helps young learners understand the rich diversity of
the plant kingdom and the environment. Encourage your child to explore, observe, and share their
discoveries!
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