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How to Change Your Name in Louisiana

Changing your name in Louisiana involves a legal process that requires filing several forms and possibly
attending a court hearing, depending on your situation. Below is a detailed, step-by-step guide on how
to change your name in Louisiana.

Step 1: Determine the Type of Name Change
There are different reasons for changing your name, including marriage, divorce, personal preference,
or for minors. Make sure you know which category your name change falls under, as the process can

vary slightly.

Step 2: Gather Necessary Documents

To process your name change application, you will generally need the following documents:

A copy of your birth certificate

Proof of residency

Valid identification (e.g., driver’s license, passport)
If applicable, marriage certificate or divorce decree

Step 3: Complete the Name Change Petition

You need to fill out a Petition for Name Change. This form can usually be found on the Louisiana state
court's website or at your local courthouse.

Step 4: File the Petition

Once you have completed the petition, file it with the district court in the parish where you reside. You
will need to pay a filing fee, which varies by parish. Check with your local courthouse for specific fees
and the acceptable payment methods.

Step 5: Schedule a Hearing

In many cases, you will be required to schedule a hearing where a judge will review your petition. You
will be notified of the court date either at the time of filing or shortly thereafter.

Step 6: Publish a Notice (if required)

Some jurisdictions in Louisiana may require you to publish a notice of your name change petition in a
local newspaper. This requirement is to inform the public of your intention to change your name. Check
local requirements for how long and where you need to publish the notice.

Step 7: Attend the Court Hearing

You need to appear at the court hearing where the judge will consider your request. Bring all necessary
documents and be prepared to explain why you want to change your name. If the judge approves your
petition, you will receive an order for your name change.
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Step 8: Update Your Records

Once your name change has been approved, you need to update your name on important legal
documents, such as your social security card, driver's license, bank accounts, and other identification.

Conclusion

Changing your name in Louisiana is a relatively straightforward process if you follow these steps
carefully. Ensure you have all required documents, meet all deadlines, and comply with local

regulations. If you have any doubt, consider seeking legal advice to assist with your name change
process.
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