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How Porcupines Stay Safe

Porcupines are really cool animals! They have a special way of protecting themselves from other
animals that might want to eat them.

1. What is a Porcupine?

A porcupine is a furry animal with lots of sharp spikes called quills on its back. These quills are what
help keep the porcupine safe!

2. Why Do They Have Quills?

The quills are like tiny arrows. When a predator, like a fox or a mountain lion, tries to catch a porcupine,
the porcupine can use its quills to defend itself. The quills stick into the predator, making it very painful
to try to eat the porcupine!

3. How Do Porcupines Use Their Quills?
When a porcupine feels scared, it can turn around and point its sharp quills towards the danger. If the

predator gets too close, the quills will poke into it. This is one of the best ways for porcupines to say,
“Don’t eat me!”

4. What Happens if a Predator Touches the Quills?

If a predator gets too close and touches the quills, the quills can get stuck. The predator will usually give
up and run away because it doesn't want to get hurt!

5. Fun Fact!

Did you know that porcupines can’t shoot their quills? They just let them fall off if a predator gets too
close. You might even find a quill in the forest!

Conclusion

Porcupines are really good at keeping themselves safe from danger, thanks to their special quills. Next
time you see a porcupine or a picture of one, remember how smart they are!
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