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Introduction to 'Peter and the Wolf'
'Peter and the Wolf' is a musical fairy tale created by Russian composer Sergei Prokofiev in 1936. The
story is designed to introduce children to the instruments of the orchestra while telling an engaging
story about a young boy named Peter and his adventure with a wolf.

The Main Characters
Each character in the story is represented by a different instrument:

Peter - represented by the strings (violins and cellos).
The Bird - represented by the flute.
The Duck - represented by the oboe.
The Cat - represented by the clarinet.
The Wolf - represented by the French horns.
The Hunters - represented by the timpani (kettledrums).

The Plot Summary
The story begins with Peter who lives with his grandfather in a house at the edge of a forest. One day,
Peter goes out to play, ignoring his grandfather's warnings about the dangers of the wolf.

In the meadow, Peter meets a bird and a duck, who are friends. They enjoy their time together, but soon
the wolf appears. The wolf captures the duck, and Peter cleverly decides to capture the wolf himself.

Using his wits, Peter sets a trap and successfully catches the wolf, leading it back to the village with the
help of his friends. They celebrate Peter's bravery, and he learns important lessons about courage and
friendship.

Musical Elements
One of the unique features of 'Peter and the Wolf' is how it uses music to narrate the story. Each
character's theme music plays whenever they appear, helping listeners associate the character with a
specific sound or instrument. This creates an interactive experience where children can recognize the
characters by their music.

Conclusion
'Peter and the Wolf' is not just an entertaining story; it serves as an introduction to classical music and
the different instruments in an orchestra. It's an excellent way for children to learn about narratives and
musical storytelling while fostering a love for music!


