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Background on World War | and Russia's Involvement

World War | began in 1914, and Russia was part of the Allies, fighting against the Central Powers which
included Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire. By 1917, the war had taken a heavy toll
on Russia's economy, political stability, and military strength, leading to widespread unrest.

The Russian Revolution

In 1917, discontent among the Russian population led to the February Revolution, resulting in the
abdication of Tsar Nicholas Il. A provisional government was established but chose to continue fighting
in the war, which further dissatisfied the people. The Bolshevik Revolution in October 1917 brought the
Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, to power, who promised peace, land, and bread to the war-weary
populace.

Brest-Litovsk Treaty

To fulfill their promise of peace, the Bolsheviks sought to withdraw Russia from World War I. They signed
the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk on March 3, 1918, with the Central Powers. The treaty had significant
implications:

* Territorial Losses: Russia lost vast territories, including modern-day Ukraine, Belarus, the Baltic
States (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania), and parts of Poland. This was a major shock as these regions
were significant economically and strategically.

¢ Political and Economic Impacts: The loss of land also meant a loss of resources, which were
crucial for the fledgling Soviet state to recover from the war and civil disorder.

¢ International Relationships: The treaty alienated Russia from the other Allies, and the loss of
territory signified a major shift in the balance of power in Eastern Europe.

Conclusion

Russia's withdrawal from World War | marked a significant turning point in the country’s history and led

to profound changes within its borders and in the geopolitical landscape of Europe. The Treaty of Brest-

Litovsk facilitated the Bolsheviks' consolidation of power but also showcased the heavy price of peace in
terms of territorial and economic sacrifice.
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