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Types of Poetry

Poetry is a beautiful form of expression that uses words to convey emotions, thoughts, and stories.
There are many types of poetry, each with its own unique style and structure. Let’s explore some
popular types of poetry that you, as a 13-year-old, might find interesting!

1. Haiku

A haiku is a traditional Japanese poem that consists of three lines. The structure is very specific: the first
line has 5 syllables, the second line has 7 syllables, and the third line has 5 syllables. Haikus often focus
on nature and emotions.

Example:

Whispers of the breeze (5 syllables)

Through the cherry blossoms bloom (7 syllables)
Spring’s soft, gentle breath (5 syllables)

2. Acrostic

An acrostic poem uses the first letter of each line to spell out a word or message, usually related to the
poem's theme. It's a fun way to express thoughts and feelings about a specific topic.

Example:

Roses are red (R)
Outside the garden (O)
Sunshine fills the day (S)
Everything is bright (E)

3. Limerick

A limerick is a humorous poem with a specific rhythm and rhyme scheme (AABBA). They usually have
five lines and often tell a funny story or describe a person.

Example:

There once was a cat from Peru (A)
Who dreamed he could play in a zoo (A)
He jumped on a bear (B)

Without any care (B)

And now he’s in trouble, oh boo! (A)

4. Free Verse

Free verse poems do not have a specific rhyme scheme or meter. This gives the poet freedom to
express themselves however they want, focusing more on imagery and emotion rather than structure.

Example:

The sun sets over the hills,

Painting the sky in shades of orange
And pink, like a masterpiece,

As the world prepares for night.
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5. Sonnets

A sonnet is a 14-line poem, often written in iambic pentameter, with a specific rhyme scheme. The most

common types are the Shakespearean (or English) sonnet and the Petrarchan (or Italian) sonnet. They
often deal with themes of love and beauty.

Example:

Shall | compare thee to a summer’s day? (A)

Thou art more lovely and more temperate: (B)
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May, (A)
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date; (B)

Concluding Thoughts

Poetry is an exciting way to express yourself and explore your creativity! Each type of poetry has its

own rules and style, so try writing some poems in different forms to see which one you enjoy the most.
Happy writing!
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