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What is a Submit Button?

A submit button is a key component of web forms that allows users to send data to a server for
processing. When you fill out a form on a website, such as entering your name, email, or any other data,
you typically find a button labeled 'Submit' at the bottom. Clicking this button sends all the information
you’'ve entered to the server.

How Does a Submit Button Work?

Step 1: Form Setup

To create a submit button, you first need a <form> element. This element wraps all the inputs and
controls that make up your form.

Example:
<form action='submit.php' method='P0OST'>

Step 2: Adding Input Fields

Inside the <form>, you would add various input fields using <input> tags or other input elements like
<textarea> to collect user data.

Example:
<input type='text' name='username' placeholder='Enter your username'>

Step 3: Creating the Submit Button

To create the submit button, you use another <input> tag, but this time you specify the type as
'submit'. This tells the browser that when the button is clicked, it should submit the form.

Example:
<input type='submit' value='Submit'>
Step 4: Form Submission

When you click the submit button, the browser collects all the data entered in the form fields and sends
it to the URL specified in the action attribute of the <form>. The method attribute (GET or POST)
determines how this information is sent. GET appends the data to the URL as a query string, while POST
sends it as part of the body of the request, making it more secure for sensitive data.

Best Practices for Submit Buttons

¢ Clear Labeling: Ensure the text on the button clearly indicates the action (e.g., 'Submit', 'Sign
Up', 'Send Message').

¢ Accessibility: Use proper features like aria-label to help users with disabilities understand the
button's purpose.

¢ Styling: Style the button to make it stand out, so users can easily find it at the end of the form.

¢ Validation: Implement form validation to check that users have filled in required fields correctly
before submission.
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Conclusion

Submit buttons are essential for allowing users to send their information to a web server. By
understanding their function and best practices, you can create effective and user-friendly forms.
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