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The History of the Celsius Scale

The Celsius scale is one of the most commonly used temperature scales today. It helps us understand
how hot or cold things are. Let’s take a step-by-step look at its history!

1. Who Invented Celsius?

The Celsius scale was created by a Swedish astronomer named Anders Celsius in 1742. He wanted a
way to measure temperature more accurately and logically.

2. The Original Scale

Anders Celsius originally defined his temperature scale with 0 degrees marking the boiling point of
water and 100 degrees marking the freezing point. This was the opposite of what we use today!

3. The Switch!

After Celsius passed away, a man named Carolus Linnaeus (a botanist) inverted the scale. He made 0
degrees the freezing point of water and 100 degrees the boiling point. This way, it became easier to
understand how temperature changes.

4. Adoption Around the World

Over the years, the Celsius scale became widely accepted. In 1743, the scale was adopted in various
scientific circles. Today, it is used in most countries around the world, except for the United States
where Fahrenheit is more common.

5. Why is Celsius Important?
The Celsius scale is important for various reasons:

e It is used in weather forecasting.
¢ It helps with scientific experiments.
¢ |t's easy to convert to Kelvin, another temperature scale used in science.

Conclusion

The Celsius scale has a rich history, allowing us to easily measure temperature in everyday life. It
started with Anders Celsius’s original idea and changed over time to become the scale we know today.
Next time you check the temperature, think about the interesting past of the Celsius scale!
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